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; TO HIS 
Ro = 
TREATISE 
Book, = 2Þ SN cit 3 
Ake thy Fate. This T will ſay for Thee, that 
thou aimeſ# at Truth, and meanefs well.” Aud 
if thou falleſt into the bands of honef#, goofl- 
minded men, they will not grudge to give Six pence 
' to meet with one of their own T emper. But if thou 
falleſt into the hands of Fools, that do not Underſtand 
thee, then thou art ſlighted ; If into the hands of 
Knaves, that will not Underſtand thee, then thou art | 
rail d at, and thrown into a muſty Corner ; for Fools 
and. Knaves are alwayes Enemies to T'rath and Ho- 


neſty. Go thy wayes, and fare ( like others) as well 


as thou canſt, 
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Government founded in Paternity, every Family being a Kingdom 

drawn in Small he alſo that conſiders the Frame of the World, with 

the various and different Orders and Degrees of Beings plac'd therein, 

muſt conclude, that Nature and the God of Nature, was in Love with 
Monarchy, and et it up as the moſt excellent fort of Government in theſe ſublu- 
nary Regions. | 

And, as if Providence had intended a Bleſfing to England above all other Nas» 
tions,it exected Monarchy amongſt us from the Beginning : For, go we as far as we 
can in the Hiſtory of Brit zin, we (hall find the People of it ſeated under the Care and 
Dominion of a ſingle Perſon. It's true,that England at firſt was divided - into -fe- 
veral Portions, as in the time of the Heptarchyz yet every Portion had a ſingle 

Perſon for it's Sovereign and Ruler. 
| And never was this kind of Government judged vile or unpleaſant in any Age 
amongſt us, or thought tit to be altered or abolithed,till men, pretending to Wir, 
laid altide Wiſdom, and aſſuming the height of Spirituality and Godline!s, threw 
off all Morality and Honeſty. 

For, though by natural Obligation they were bound to love and preſerve Mo- 
narchy, becauſe the primitive, ancient, and uninterrupted Conttitution of their 
Nation : Though their Anceſtors never. entertained any Thoughts, much leſs _ 
Detign of Changing it for any other: | 

Yet our late Retarians abominated the Name and Thivg, and that in the Reign ' 
of ſuch a Perſon, who was an Honour and Ornzment to it, and gave it the Pre- 
ference of all other forts of Governments, in the Minds of men that were not too- 
liſh or trantick, | 

And it is to the immortal Infamy of the Engliſh Nation, that they ſhould 
chooſe and pick out no other time for the Qverthrcw of Monarchical Government 
(good in it {elf but in the Reign of the beſt of Kings 3 as it the Sun deſerved 
never to be ecclips'd but in its moſt glorious Brightneis, and Government never 
to be hated and deſpiſed, butwhen it falls into the hands of the moſt pious and pru- 
dent Managers. Nor can forrreign Nat&ons unriddle this Myſtery, that we 
ſhould fall out of Love with Monarchy, at that very time,. and no other, but when 
it was in the hands of ſuch a King, that was admired abroad, becauſe he ex- 
cclled all his Predeceſſors, and his own Subjects too, for Piety and Virtue. 

Nay,to make this Myltery more wondertul, conſider theſe Particulars : . 


| phe ht: 154 Fa 
© - Firſt, That though after the Subverſion of Monarchy, we had the Tryal and 
- Experience of other kinds of Government: Though upon the Probation of them 
we found none ſo proper for the Temper and Preſervation of our Nation, as our 
living under a Single Perſon : 
- Though by the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, we have now for nineteen years of 
his Majeſties Reign, enjoyed three times the Trade we ever had under the happi- 
 cft of his Predeceſlors : | » 
Though by his prudent Conduct of Aﬀairs, we have had an Abundance of 
-Peace and Plenty,to the Envy of our Neighbours : - I 
Yet, notwithſtanding all this, we are now growing weary of Monarchy ; and 
never did a Green Sickneſs Stomach long more for Tralh, than ſome do amongft 
\.us for a Commonwealth, or Dukedom of Venice. | 4 


Certainly it will be Wonder and Amazement to all that are round about us, 
if we ſhall a ſecond time, and in ſo few years fall intoa: Diſlike of Monarchy, 'cf- 
pectally fince it's in the hands of fuch a Prince that excells all the Kings in E- 

"rope, for a gracious Diſpolition, Sweetneſs of Temper, merciful Mind, and :ob- 
liging Nature to all his Subjects 3 one that conqters Indignities with Lenity and 
'Patience, and makes himſelf great by pardoning the wortt of Enemics. 
| Let People, if they pleaſe, dub themſelves with the Titles of ſober and godly ; 
:yet Forreign Nations will never allow them thoſe Honours, ſhould they fee them 
ſhake Monarchy in pieces a ſecond time, and in the Days of ſuch a Prince. 

Eſpecially conſidering, that ſince the miraculous Reſtauration, we have had ng 
juſt or-reaſonable Cauſe, to entertain any ill Opinion of our Government or Go- 
-vernour. -Fears and Jealouſies, that there may be ſome Evil or Danger in Mo- 
:narchy, is all the-Reaſon that ſome have to diſlike it. For if men will be con- 
:(cientious.and ſpeak the Truth from the Heart, they muſt own, that,fince his Ma- 
Jeſties Return, they have not actually and experimentally found any Miſchiefs or 
JInconveniencies in Monarciy. 

And who but 7deots and Lunaticky will change that which does them much 
Good and no Haim, for that which will do them no Good at all. 
May ow MONARCH Live, and MONARCHY Flouriſf., 


PARLIAMENT, 


A Venerable name, and to be had in Reverence of all Engliſh Natives, tor it's 
ZA. not only our Privilege and Safcty, but our Honour too, to have, in a manner, 
Come Share in the Government. | | 
The King indeed is Supreme, and the Right of Governing is ſolely in him- 
. ſelf: But then obſerve, that he doth not govem by an Arbitrary Will, but by 
Laws firſt compoſed by Parliaments, and afterwards enacted by Royal Aﬀent. 


So 


PT 4< 
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. * $6 that HE RULES, 4nd WE LIVE, by rhethods of 6ur own Choice and Fras- 
ming 3 nor car we poſſibly loſe our Libetties, Property, Rights and Privileges 

: Without otit own Conſent firſt had and obtaincd in Parliament, 

And as long as the People have a Share in Parliaments, by their Repreſentatives, - 
we may be ſure all thab is dear and precious to us is firongly ſecured 3 for ſuch 
is the Condition of Engliſh Monarchy, that it cannot be eahe oy - fate without 
the Aﬀiſtance of Parliaments; and whenever they are affſembled, we have thoſe, 
who by Place, Honour, and Interett are obliged to take all poſſible Care of 
Preſerving us from all Inroads and Oppreſſions. So that as-long- as England 
cannot be Erg1and without Parliaments.and as long as Parhiaments. cannot be with= - 
out the Peoples Repreſentatives] think all our Fears and Jealoutes of an Arbitrary 
Power in our Prince is, groundleſs and ridiculous, 

Now though in this great Aſſembly the Peoples Repreſentattves are conſidera- 
ble for number and-Wealth 3 yet you muſt know, that the Lords Spiritual and - 
Temporal are an effential and primary part of it. For in-all our Statute-Laws 
the Preambles of them run thus : ' Be it enaled by the King's moft excetlent Majeſty - 
and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aſſembled in Parliament. 

And though theſe Perſons, by the Favour and Bounty of Kings, have been ex-- 
alted into the Forms and Dignity of Peers, and to fit with their Sovereign as- 
Cotnpanions int his-great Council-Chamber and Court of Judicature, called the ' 
Houſe of Lotds: Yet they are neceſſarily wrapt up in the Concerns and Welfare - 
of the People. | 

For theſe Peers, notwithſtanding; their Places and Honours.are Subjects with all ' 
the Commons, and fo cannot potſibly avoid Conſulting. the publique-Good of. 
Subjetts. © | | 

bot no one will ſlight or abuſe the Whole, of which he is a Part 3-the Inte- - 
reſt of SubjeAs being one and the fame, as well-m the higheſt as loweſt Meme--- 
bers: | a 

AnJ yet by the. fly and ſecret Inſinuations and Whitfpers of fome ſpightful : 
and peeviſh Male-contents, the Vulgar are ſo ſtrangely ſeduced and bewitchr, as + 
to think and ſpeak all manner of Evil againtt this Honourable Houſe, the Glory 
of their Parliament. Nay they are even tainted with this corrupt Belief, that the - 
Intereſt of the Houſe of Lords is quite different from the Common People's; and 
that they were only fet up to help Iings of England to trample upon the Rights - 
and Priviteges of the Gentry and Commons in the Kingdom. - ic; -4 Sha 

But from what Grounds theſe baſe and pernicious Thoughts and @pinions of © 
the Houſe of Lords doth ariſe, is not-cafily to be- conjectured  :untels it be, Firity;; 
That the Vulgar are grown to hate all that are above them. Or, ſecondly, Be-- 
cauſe the Lords are Perſons choſen by the King, and called to-fit in Parliament by - 
his Writ; and not ſent thither by the Peoples EleQtion. - | 

If it be upon the firſt Account, then we declare our Degeneracy from the anci- 
ent Engliſh Spirit, who always gloricd in their Nobility. ul 


Tf upon the ſecond, then we declare, that welook upon all;Kingg Favourites - 
as very unfortunate men and that he prefers none to Honour and High Placer, 
but he deſtines them to his Peoples Hatred, if not the Gibbet and the 
Scaftold, ] 

Nor are our Neighbouring Nations a little ſtartled go hear this News. from 
England, That we now account it a Crime to be ſeen near White-hall, orginous 
to kiſs the Kings hand, and certainly fatal to taſt of his Bounty in Money or 
Preterment, | 

And as an Inftance how vile and mean this Honorable Houſe is in the Eyes 
and Etteem of the Vulgar, during a Setſion of Parliament, you may eafily obſerve 
that the People very rarely or {cldom {peak of it; or if they do, it's with ſo 
much Slight and Indifferency, as if they thought the Lords rather ſpoil'd than 
furthered the Afﬀeairs and Good of the Nation, & 

And though the Houſe of Commons may poſſibly have an Honourable and 
good Opinion of the Houſe of Lords, (becauſe ſome of them. upon good Reaſons 
may expc& to be removed thither) yet the People,whom they repreſent, are come 
to this paſs,as to judge them a uſeleſs Socicty or Body of men,and that their Sitting 
in Parliament is to little or no Purpoſe. 

And there is now no way left to ftitiz theſe contemptible Thoughts, and. re- 
-Qtihe theſe Miſtakes, which the People have conceived of the Houſe of Lords ; 
but to let them be daily acquainted with the Proceedings in that Honourable 
Houſe, as they are with thoſe in the Houſe of Commons. " 

The People not knowing what the Lords do in a Seſſion of Parliament, makes them 
think they do nothing at all. ; 

And hence it comes to paſs, that when any. one asks, What does the Parlia- 
-ment? Or what has the Parliament done to day? they preſently fall of diſ- 
courſing what the houſe of Commons have done, or are about doing. By which 
means it's come to be a common Notion amongſt the Populacy, that the Parlia- 
, ment is only the Houſe of Commons, that it's They which compole and frame all 
the Laws which we ſee conic forth 3 and that the Lords fit only out of Honour 
| and Formality to the Houſe of Commons, ro .confent to, and paſs what they 
ſhall pleaſe to ſend up. 

Whereas, if their Lord(bips would impart to the People their every days Pro- 
ceedings, as the Houſe of Commons doth z then the People would fee that there 
are as good and wholſome Bills prepared, and as learned judicious Debates made 
.in the Houſe of Lords, as are in the Houſe of Commons. | 

It's Wiſdom ſometimes to gratifie the Weak. 


May the PARLIAMENT'S of ENGLAND , proſper. 


© Church 
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Church and Religion. 


. 


O excellent Words, but unintelligible to moſt, and therefore no wonder 
they are ſo much lighted and deſerted; for men naturally ' hate and deſpiſe 
what they do not underſtand. | 

In general therefore, The Church is the whole Society, Communion, and Body _ 

of Chriſtian Believers. Rel:gron is that which this Body of mcn do profeſs and 
praiſe; as neceflary to their Salvation. 7 Boe. 

For the Aſſiſting and Furthering of which Body of men, in the knowledge of 
what they ſhould believe and'do ; there were Perſons firſt choſen by Chritt himſelf, 
and afterward ſet apart, and qualified by the Holy Ghoſt, for this very Purpoſe 
and Employment. _— 

But, after the Holy Ghoſt, .upon his full and final Revelation of all Truths, had 
receded from his extraordinary Endowing of men for the Miniſtry ; then men 
( who by Induſtry in Searching and Studying the Scriptures, had got ſome compe- 
tent meaſure of Underſtanding them _) were ſeparated from the reſt, to preſide 
over, and teach the People, by the Benediction and Commiſſion of the Apoliles. 

Titus was St. Paul's Fellow-Helper, Corinth. 2. 8, 23. Timothy was St. Paul's Fels 
low-Labourer, Theſſal. 1. 3, 2. So was Clement, Philipp. 4.3. So was Demas, Lucas, 
Marcus, Ariſtarchus, and alſo Philemon, Verſe 24th of that Epiſtle 3 theſe were all / 
Helpers and Aſſiſtants to St. Pawl in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. : 

But, for ought that we can find in Scripture, none of theſe Perſons were called” 
or endowed for the Work of the Miniſtry, after that Extraordinary manner as 
the Apcliles were. Nay, it's moſt probable,that what meaſure of Learning or Know- 
ledge theſe men had in the Scriptures, and for which they were thought fit to be 
Ordained, was acquired by the Study and Induſiry of the Brain. 

For we never read that ever Titus or Timothy were endowed with thoſe Gifts 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which he diſpens'd at the day of Pentecoſt. But this is plain, 
That the Knowledge which Timothy had of Goſpel-truths, was acquired by Learn-. 
ing. For thus St. Paul ſpeaks to Timothy, even when in the Miniſtry 3 Continwe thou 
in the things which thox haſt learned, which alſo were committed unto thee, knowing of 
whom thou learnedſt them. Timothy 2, 3. 14. | 

We may alfd. farther obſerve, That that Eloquent Preacher Apollos, did not 
Preach by an Inſpiration from the Holy Ghoſt : But that he was trained up and 
educated to that Employment by Teaching and Inſtruction from others. For the 
Text faith, that this Apollos, who was an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scripture, 
was informed in the way of the. Lord, Acts 18,24, 25, And, lett any may interpret 
this Information to be a Divine Inſpiration, I think the Text fairly ſpeaks to the 
contrary. For what knowledge this Apollos had firſt in the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſeems to be imparted to him from the Diſciples of Fohn the Baptift ; For the Text | 

B | | _-©— faithy 
: _—_ 
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faith, That being fervent in Spirit,he fpake, and taught diligently the things of the Lord: 
knowing only the Baptiſm of John. os 
Nay, ſo weak and raw. did he appear to-be in the Underſtanding of Chriſtian 
; Myſteries, at his firſt entrance into the Miniſtry 3 That the Text faith, One Aguila 
' and Priſcilla, very well skilFd in Goſpel-knowledge, did think good to take this Apollos 
to them to inform and inftruit him in the Truths of the Goſpel, more perfetily than be yet 
had learned, A&ts 20. 26, Now, if Hpollos had begn Gifted, or had he preach'd by 
the Spirit, what need had he to be taught by Aquila and Priſcilla ? | 
From-all which it's apparent, That it's not neceſſary for men to be Gifted, or 
+ Extraordinarily endowed by the Holy Ghoſt, for the Work of the Miniſtry, ,as the. 
' Apoſtles at firſt were. For St. Pax! did Ordain and commiſſion Perſons to. 
Preach, who had got their Knowledge and Underſtanding of Chriſtian Principles 
by Informaticn and Inſtruction from others. Ew 
And if men by Pains and Labour in Study can arrive to any competent degree 
of Expounding and Explaining the neceſſary Truths contained in the Goſpel 3 I 
know no teaſon why they are not tit to be ordained Miniſters, though they are 
not Gifted as the Apoſiles were. . 3s 
Secondly, We may obſerve, that the Apoſtles made the Preachers. of the Goſpel 
a ſeparate, diftin& Claſlis, or Form of men, from the reſt of the People 3 they that 
went out to Preach, were firſt Authorized to it by the Laying on of the hands of 
. the Presbytery. . | 
Thirdly, We may obſerve, that the Apoſiles did deſign a ſtanding Miniſtry to- 
be upheld in the Church, by Ordination and Succeſſion. - | | 
For, As the Apoſiles went about to Ordain Elders in every City and Church, 
fo we may. rationally. ſuppoſe, that the Elders. which were. Ordained by them, did 
alſo Ordain others to ſucceed in-their room 3 or elſe, in all likelihood, Chriſtiani- 
ty had vaniſhed in the firſt two hundred years. | A | 4 
.-| So that we muſt look upon the New Enthuliaſtical Plot and Deſign of Aboliſh- 
ivg our National fianding Miniſtry, to be directly contrary to the Univerſal Pra- 
tice of all Nations. For wherever any ſort or kind of Religion, whether true or 
falſe, hath been. owned and. practiſed, there you will find a peculiar Number of 
men particularly. ſet apart to miniſter about the things called Holy, or appertain- 
#ng.to. the Worſhip of a Deity. . And this is an Argument of good Force, provi- 
ded it, did not croſs their Delign. For J. P. and his Abettors ( when out of their 
Fits of Spiritual Whimfics_) will allow, That Univerſal Notions, Univerſal Cuſtoms 
and Prafiiſes, are Naturat Laws of Univerſal Obligation - WIE "I 
- Secondly, I cannot but obſerve, That however this. Deſign be promoted by our 
Enthafiaſis, yet-it was firt} conceived, and hatch'd in a Jeſuitical Brain. For ever 
ſince the bleſſed Reformation, it hath been the Artifice of. the Rowiſh Party, to 
Þlacken, and ſhake the Credit of qur National Clergy 3 as knowing, that if once 
 4he- Clergy be made odious to the People, then the Religion. which. they. Preach 
will be quickly flighted, and laid alide. ISI ode on, 
. Andiit's apparent, That the Decay of Proteſtantiſm hath been notoriouſly great, 
ever, ſince the. People have taken a Liberty, and a Pride too, in vilifying and re-- 
| proach. 
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proaching the National Miniſters. Nay, the Pens which have been managed in 
this very Cauſe, have given.a Mortal Wound to Proteſtants, " 5 


Good God, Forgive our Enemies, Perſecutors, and Slanderers, and turn their 
Flearts, 


Church-Revenue,and Miniſters Maintenance; 


Oth theſe of *very great Antiquity : And ſtanding upon the ſame foot of Civil 
Right with all other Mens Eſtates. and Properties : | ; 

For the Support and Maintenance of our National Clergy, was, Partly by the' 
Donation of ſeveral Benefactors, whoſe Gifts and Legacies by Will, are riot upon' 
cvery Humgur of men to be embezled : Partly, by the Free-will-offering of the 
whole Commons of this Realniz and both ſettled and confirmed by ſeveral Akts 
of Parliament. | 4 
.. Nay,.if there were nothing elſe to be ſaid for them, this is enough 3 That they 
are the' Prime and Principal part of Magna Charta, that. adored Idol of this Age. 
And therefore, if any ſort of men, or the whole Nation, nay, 2akers themſelves, 
can make Uſe of Magna Charta to ſerve their turns, I think it is but Juſtice _ 
our Clergy ſhould uſe it to ſerve theirs. And if Magna Charta be the Preſervative 
Fence of Lay-mens Liberties, Rights, Properties and Privileges 3 why ſhould it not - 
alſo be a Fence to the Churches Revenues, and Maintenance of our Clergy ? + 
.” Know therefore, and conſider, That all our National Miniſters ( excepting ſome 
very few ) are Engliſh Natives, Free-born Subjects as well as the Laity : And they 
do with all Juſtice demand, as well as expe&, That Magna Charta ſhould be as 
Sacred and inviolably kept in their behalf, as it is kept on yours, And if men 
will conſult Equity'and Conſcience, they cannot offer that Wrong and Injury to 
others, which they would not have done to themſelves. 
. Ifit be objected, That the Church and Clergy's Right to their Revenue and 
Maintenance, is not {0 good as that which 'the Laity have to their Eſtates, Pro- 
perties, and Privileges; Becauſe,what Lay-men have,it deſcends to them by Birth 3 
and not {o tothe Clergy, 

To this I anſwer, That whatever Right a Lay-man hath now to any thing, it 
did not primarily and properly deſcend to him by Birth, till ſuch time as Law did 
Confirm and make it fo. For it's Law which now gives us a quiet Uſe and Poſ- 
{c(ſion of thoſe things which we aſually ſay we are born too. And hence we are 
all ſaid to be Heirs at Law, not Heirs by Birth becauſe it was Law which firſt 
gave us a Right and Title to what we now have and enjoy. 

Upon the ſame Reaſon and Account, if a man be legally qualified for the Mi- 
viſtry, he is then in a Capacity of being Heir to that Part or Portion of the Church- 
cs Revenue and Maintenance, to which he ſhall be preſented. For the Law hath 
made men, duely qualified, to be Heirs and Inheritors of the Churches Revenue, as 

it hath made the firſt-born Son, Rir to his Father's Eſtate. | | 
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And erelore, ” you will have no Heirs, or Pretenders to the Churdics Re- 
venues and Maintenance, you muſt prevent. men from gaining ſuch Qualifications 
as inakes them capable of being ſuch. 

You mult not ſuffer men to be trained up in Univerſities 3 you muſt lay Injun- 
Eons upon them, that they ſhall never ſtudy to underſtand the Senſe and Meaning 
of 9mm z you muſt prohibit Biſhops, and the Presbytery too, from Ordain- 
ing, and Licenſing men to Preach : And then the Church-Revenues, as \Lay- 
mens ares will be forfeited to the Crown for want of Heirs.. But as long as 
there are ſuch Heirs as the Law requires, the Churches Revenues and Clergy's 
Maintenance cannot juſtly be alienated or aboliſh'd. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the late Project, thrown up and dbwn, 
'for the Subſtracting Maintenance from our National Ctergy, and: Altenating the 
preſent Revenues of the Church. 

In which Pamphlets and Libels concerning this Matter, I cannot but obſerve, 
the Projectors are a ſort of men, highly Uncharitable, and wonderfully Malicious 
and Cruel. For, according to the Account given us in the Letter from the North 
to the Weſt, we have no If. than above a hundred thouſand men, with their F a- 
milies, to be ruined in a moment. 

I confeſs, I could not well tell, to what purpoſe the number of Arch-biſhops, 
Biſhops, Deans, Prebends, Arch-deacons, Parſons, Vicars, Curates, Chancellors, 
 Proctors, Commiſſaries, Officials, Surrogates, and Apparitors, were reckoned up. 
But now I ſee they are all numbred for Slaughter, and Gckgnes to be ſentabroad 
to beg or ſtarve 

And that the People may the more ealily be drawn-in into this cruel Conſpi- 
racy, Our Projectors have propoſed: and promiſed, that the Lay-Impropriators 
ſhall have a full Recompence and Satisfaction for that part of the Churches Re- 
venue, Which is in their hands, provided they will help to take away all Tythes 
and Maintenance from Clergy-men, the preſent Incumbents and Proprietors of 
Church-Livings. Cokes bim Pug | How fearful they are of ever getting, a Houle 
of Commons to Nurſe their Brat, and Vote away Tythes 3 becauſe they know: 
that Tythes are a. conſiderable part of many of their Eſtates. 

An excellent piece of witty Malice !- but all the'Mercy-the Clergy are like to- 
have from Sanditied Quakers : who would necds have a Parliament to deſtroy a 
hundred thouſand Faiilies at once,and for no other reaſon, but becauſe they hold 
their Livings- and Maintenance by the ſame Law and Civil Right, as - ney and 
all other Lay-men hold theirs. 

Secondly, Obſerve the Honeſty and Juſtice of theſe ſpiritual Projectors. At 
every Turn they are crying up the Rights, Privileges, - and Properties of the Sub- 
jets 3 But what Subjects do they plead for ? Only themſelves, and whom they 
pleaſe... But as for the poor Clergy-men, be they never ſo many, or have never 
{o many Children to maintain, they. muſt have no Share in the TORR averties; 
Priviledges and Properties of Engliſh men. 

To what a prodigious Slavery doth a Father configne his Son, when he 


trains 5 him up for. the dntey, He [ans him into an — which fs 
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feits his Birth-right, excludes him from the ProteQtions of Law; And indeed hath” 
ſpent a great deal of Care and Money upon him, -to qualifie him only for ſuch a. 
way of Livelihood as Atheiſts ſcoff at, Tradeſmen envy. Diſſenters abominate 3 and ' 
which the Quakers, if they could, would rob him of, and tum him out of it. 

Thirdly, conſider the unreaſonableneſs of theſe ſpiritual Projectors Pleas and. 
Arguments, for the Aboliſhing of Church Revenues, and Miniſters Mainte-, 
Nance. . 

The Chief whereof is this : That this way of maintaining the National Cler- 
gy, 1s a great Nuſance, Grievance, and Oppreſſion to the People, and that it's: 
not fit, that ſuch a Number.of Perſons as belong to the Church, ſhould be main- 
tained out of the Eſtates and hard Labours of the induſtrious Husbandmen and 
Commons of England. A moſt excellent Reaſon! whoſe whole Deſign is to per- 
{wade all men, that it's lawful for them to be Knaves, and to withhold from. 
Clergy-men their Rights and Dues, though confirmed to them by ancient Fun- 
damental Laws. At this .Rate all our Nobility, Gentry, nay Merchants too, 
mult be a Grievance and Oppreſſion to the People, becauſe their Rents and Pro- 
fits arife from the Pains and Induſtry of their Tenants and Seamen. -. . 

Again, they have another jocoſe merry . Plea, with which they intend to- 
laugh away the Clergies Maintenance 3 and it's put into this pleaſant Que-- 
ſtion. * 

What hath the Kingdom, or the People, for all the Money and Tythes which 
they pay to the Miniſters ?. 1 NE 06 

Why, plainly, the People had firft a great deal of Money diſperſt amongſt them, 
for the Educating. and Bringing .up of. men to be fitted-and qualified: for the 
Miniſtry. Go & | ES _ ; fr rs 

Secondly, the People receive from-them the Fruits of their Pains and Labours 
in their Study. . _ | + — ENG dons: 

Plainly, in the third Place, our Parochial Miniſters ſpend a great part amongſt 
their Neighbours of what they have from them either in Buying of them Provi- 
| fhons for-their Houſes, Cloaths: fortheir Families, and many other-things,, ; which 

Miniſters muſt neceſſarily have, as: well as-other People. _ Si} 

And ſo far are.our Clergy from being uſeleſs, or doing no Good with the 
Money and Tythes that: they receive, (as our late Pamphlets ſuggeſt) that plain- 
Iv, (if they are to be. blamed for any thing)it*s-for their Living too high,andbe- 
ing too free in their way of Houſe-keeping, And therefore to me it's a Wons- 
der,that any ſhould charge our Clergy-with hoarding and fcraping, up the Wealth 
of the Nation 3 when it's apparent, that not one of a hundred of ther dies with 
fo much of an Eftate, as: to keep his Wife and Children from the Charge of-- 
the Pariſh where he lives. ; | "2 x q 

| And as for the dignified Clergy who are Sharers in the Church-Revenue, .F 
dare be bold to affirm (whatever the paultry Letter fromthe North may ſay) that 
you cannot pick out of them, fix and twenty, who may by their Eſtates be quali» 
tzed-to be Aldermen. of the City of London... - © EE 


Nay, 
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_ if our Clergy-Haters, and Church-Deſtroyers, .can be at any Leiſure to 
obſerve; then let them raark, and weigh well what follows. 

-It's plainly evident, and vupon any Occaſion ready to be demonſtrated, that- 
fince his Majeſties Reſtauration, ten thouſand Clergy men have given, Jaid out, 
and beſtowed for Publick, Good, Works of Piety, W, orks of - Charity, for the "i 
conragement of Learninp, and. the Honour. of. the Nation,: more than: any one hun- 
dred thouſand of the richeſt Lay-men you can pick out of the whole Kingdom. 
And if the'late infamous Libcller thinks fit to make a Catalogue of  Lay-benefa- 
dors for theſe ninctcen years laſt paſt, there are ſome will engage to ballance the. 
Account, and outdoe it, two parts in five, by the Clergy-Genelatoss : And 
what I ſay i is within Compaſs of Modeſty. 

| Such pretty men are our Jate ena Hl that they never conſult to write 
or ſpeak Truth, Reaſon, Equity, and Honeſty. But all their aim 1s, to Aſperſe, 
and Vilihe, and pick up ſuch a number, and ſort of Words and Serſtences, as may 
beſt ſet out Spight, Malice, and Gruclty. | | 

Beſides, if I may be allowed Compariſons { which I profeſs I will not, aſc to 
refle&t upon any Society of men in this Nation,)..I do-nat doubt but I ſhall ſhew. 
the Weakneſs, Fooliſhneſs, and Impertinency of this Queſtion, That bave we 
from the Clergy for our Money and Tythes ? * 

Pray what have we for our Moncy expended among the Lawyers ? ? which 
If it be a hundred thouſand Pounds Per Annum, there is ſo much gone for Breath, 
and one half is perfealy-loſt; for it's but a Moyety of Clycnts in a year, that 
can poſſibly get any thing for their Money. . 

What have we for our Money laid out upon Phyſi tians?. fropalt. fouty thou- 
ſand pound Per Annam in the Kingdom 3 plainly you have a little Scrap of Pa- 
per to put you upon farther Charges with the Apothecary. ' 

What have we from Scriveners for our Money ? Suppoſe twenty thouſand 
Pound Per Amwum, ; plainly you have Skins of Parchment, a little Ink and Wax, 
which never coſt the hundredth part of that Money. 

T know what willbe anſwered, that theſe men are paid for their Labour and 
Pains, more eſpecially for their Judgment and Advice, which coft them much 
Study and time, and Money, before they could arrive to any Ability of giving it. 
And pray did it not coſt our Clergy men.as much, before they could be Miniſters, 
and be in a Capacity of giving Councel and Advice in the Concerns of Souls? 
| What is good for one;is good for the other. | | 

Laſtly, ſhould it” be granted that this Exacting and Paying Tythes to Mi- 
Niſters for their Maintenance, is a Grievance and Burden to the People 3 

Yet 1 would have you to conſider, that the Aboliſhing of our National Mini- 
firy, and Payment of Tithes, will not at all remove this Burden and Grievance 
which you ſo much clamour about, 

Tythes will then but only loſe their Name, aud change one Maſter for ano- 
ther z for if they be taken from the Parſons and . Vicars, they then fall into the 
hands of the Landlords and fo all the Tenants of England arc never a whit caſed, 
r wy thing the better, whether Tythes or no Tythes, 

| Plainly 
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Plainly therefore, all this Buzzle and: Bawling -about the Aboliſhing of 
Tythes, is nothing elſe but the Landlords Wheedlez and a new Projed& of 
theirs to augment their own Eſtates , but to give no Eaſe, or Benefit to the 
Farmers and Husbandmen of England, as is plaulibly pretended. As tor 
Example, | | = | 

William Pen hath a Thouſand a year, now could he get Tythes to, be diſſol- 
ved, he would then the next year, or when his Leaſes were out, raiſe his 

Rents to eleven hundred Pounds Per Anmm 3 and William plainly would give 
good Reaſons to his Tenants for ſo doing. 

For faith 1/illiam, 1 was forced to Iet you my Farms at under-Rates, becauſe 
of your Paying Tythes; but now that Paying of Tythes is taken away, the Be- 
nefit is mine, and that Value of Tythes, which you formerly paid 'to your Mini- 
ſer, doth now revert to me 3 becauſe I am Lord and Proprietor of the Whole. 
And truly, if William argues after this manner, who can blame him ? Bt 

But at the fame time of Y/7ll;am's arguing, (pray obſerve the Fallacy that'1/il- 
liam puts upon the Nation) he would perſwade you that the Aboliſhing of 
Tythes would be a great Eaſe and' Comfort to: the People 3. but pray what ſort 
bf Subje&s would be thus comfortably relieved ? Why, plainly, none-but Land- 
lords; for the Tenant and- Farmer muſt pay in Rent to the Landlord, proporti- 
onably, what he formerly paid in Tythes to his Miniſter. 

'Befides, I would have J/lliam and all his Adherents to conſider, that though 
Tythes are Miniſters maintenance, yet Miniſters hold Tythes in Fee, and Right 
of the King ;and for Acknowledgment thereof, they pay an Offering, calld Firtt- 
Fruits, at their firſt Entrance upon them 3 and afterwards an annual Rent- 
Charge, call'd Tenths. And therefore 7/illiam, tor you and all your Friends to 
deny, as you ſhamefully do, the Paying of Tythcs to Minilters, is to rob Ceſar 
of his Due, though in ſome places of your Book, you magnihe your ſelves tor 
Loyal and Obcdient Subjects to the King. 

And now that the Cheat is detc&ted, and plainly diſcovered, that the Taking: 
away of Tytkes will be advantage only to the Landlords, and no other; I hope 
all Farmers and Tenants will be: more willivg to pay Tythes to their Miniſters, 
rather than. them 3 becauſe generally they will be better and kinder dealt with 
bythe one, than the other. - 

Let Landlords have their Rents ; the Church her Revenues, Miniſters their 
Maintenance, andthe: Crown Firſi-fruits and Tenths. They are all equally Con- 
firmied by the ſame Laws, and by the fame Authority. - Aud if ever there comes 
a day for Tenants, Farmers, Artificers and Husbandmen,'ito think their Miniſters 
ales z. there-may alſo come a time when they ſhall think the ſame of their - 

Land-lords, | | 


Render therefore unto all men their-Due.. 


Court: 


(1) 
Court and Courtiers, 


T HE Glory and Splendour of a Nation, and the CharaQteriſtical Note by 
which all others judge of its Wealth and Greatneſs 3 and therefore it is the 
Intereſt of,a People to keep their Prince's Palace and Retinue in all Magnificence 
and Grandeur. | 

For, Outward Pomp and Ceremony goes-very far in differencing men one 
from another, and begetting Eſteem and Reverence from Spectators. A good 
Horſe, rich Trappings, a Scarlet Gown, with a Gold Chain, procures a man 
thoſe Hats and Bows, which he thould never have it he went without thoſe 
Formalities. | 

And it's obſervable, that all Foreign Ambaſſadours; when they come hither, are 
vying one with another, who ſhall make their Entrance in the richeſt State, and 
greateſt Pomp giving us thereby to underſtand, That that Ambaſſadqur which 
makes the beſt Show, hath the wealthieſt, and moſt potent Prince for his Ma- 

ter. | | 

And generally, the Repute and Honour of a King amongſt other Nations, is 
Proportionable to the Port and manner of Living at his own Court : And there- 
fore if a People would have their Sovereign to be honoured, loved, or feared | 
abroad, they muſt never ſpare or grudge to give what they can, for the Maintain- 
ivg him at home in all State and Grandeur, | 

But when the People have done this on their part, there is ſomething requiſite 

to be done by the Courtiers, Followers, and Servants of Kings, on their part ; in 
order to the Upholding of their Maſters Honour and Greatnels. 

As firit, they ſhould be very faithful and juſt in their Places; and never give 
themſelves up to-thoſe ignoble Deſigns of Enriching themſelves and Families, by 
thoſe fraudulent Arts and tricks of Concealing, Detaining, Clipping, Smothering, 
and Imbezzling the Eſtabliſhed Revenue of the Crown, or tne Additional Supplies 
given by the People. | | 

The Servants of Monarchs are more obliged to be careful and juſt in the Man- 
aging and Preſerving of their Maſters Revenues and Goods, above all others 3 be- 
cauſe they ſerve ſuch, who are generally ſo Generous, as never to doubt the Ho- 
neſty and Fidelity of their Servants : And he that is of ſo Noble a Mind, as to re- 
poſe an indubitable Truft and Confidence in me, doth highly engage me to pay 

-him a double Diligence and Fidelity in his Service. 

Again, We find that Popular Praiſe and Commendation is to no men ſo wel- 
.come, as Courtiers, and thoſe who have the Honour to be Miniſters of State, and 
Servants to Kings. Now there is nothing doth ſo much enſure this to them, as 
their careful and honeſt Saving, and Improving their Maſter's Rents, Revenues, 
Tributes, Taxes, and Cuſtoms. 

, | Fax, if it be the-Honour of a Nation to have their Prince Great and Wealthy, 
Shen 4.;great meaſure of Fame and Praiſe .redounds to them, who were the hap- 
- PY 
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py means and Inſfiruments;. -conite . ; Every one takes him to 
be a good Servant, whoſe Maſter thrives and proſpers in his Service. 

Again, As it's their Reputation and: Glory,: ſo it's their certain Safety and 
Preſervation to be honeſt and faithful. The growing and flouriſhing condi- 
tion of a King, is an impregnable Bulwark to all Court-Offticers, and Miniſters 
of State'z :and. it's very rare' to find .any of theſe called to an Account up- 
on ſuſpition of Careleſneſs and Diſhonelty, as long as their Prince was kept out - 
of Wants, and the neceſlity of Supplies from his People. | | | 

Nay, though Court-Officers and Miniſters of State may: grow wealthy in the 
Service of their Royal Maſters, yet they will not be judged to increaſe their E- | 
ſtates by Fraud and \Vrong, ſo long as their Maſters Coffers and Exchequer are 
kept full ; but if a Prince once become Poor and Indigent, it will preſently be 
concluded, that his Seryants have either negligently Managed, or fouly embezled 
his Eſtate and Revenge * And, do what you can, you will never perſwade the Vulgar 
t0 beliere the contrary. OR (Rn 

Secondly, They ſhould abſtain from Flattering and Complementing their Ma- 
ters intro Vitious and Evil Courſes, which are as cqually Infamous as Perni- 
cious. For, though Courtiers and Favourites may gain plentiful Fortunes to - 
themſelves, by indulging and gratifying of a- Prince's Humour, yet that Prince's 
Loſs is treble to his Favourite's Gain. EY, OO | 

For, beſides that his Revenue muſt be exhauſted to 'reward the flattering Fa- 
vourite, and to uphold the Vices which he hath wheedled him into 3 He mutt alſo 
loſe his Honour, Eſteem, and Love among his Subjects. 
| For, thoygh Subjects, .perhaps, are willing to be Wicked and Vicious them- 
ſelves, yet-.they all deſire, that their King ſhoutd be as equally GOOD as 

The worſt Servants therefore that can be' in a Prince's Palace, are your fleſhly 
Satans, which tempt their Maſters to Vices 3 for then they not only waſte their 
own Revenues, but hazard the loſs of their Peoples Hearts. 

Laſily, Conſidering; the preſent Aﬀairs of England, , 

_ It would 'be highly Serviccable to the King -and Kingdom, if all Court-Offi- 
cers and Servants, as ſoon as they are releaſed trom their Attendance 3 and it all 
Honourable and Worthy Perſons, who are of the old Loyal Stamp, would retire 
to their own Manſion Houſes in the Countrey, and be as little ſeen in this Town 
as neceſſity will permit. 

[The Methods which have been lately taken in the Ele&tion of Parliament-men, 
dire& you plainly to do it. . For, beſides that your continual living in Town 
doth greatly waſte and conſume your Eſtates, it doth alſo loſe your Credit with 
your Farmers and Tenants :, Infomuch, that when you go down to be Elected 
Parliatment-men in the Countrey. it's a hundred to one you it carry it : therefore, 


.ifi you will retrieve your broken Reputation, and your conſumptive Eſtates, 
and ifyyou will, put your ſelves in a capacity of ferving your King and Coun- 
rey, 'according to your 'own: Deſires 3 you muſt then * retire every one- to his 


Pa- 
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Paternal Seat, and Ere& good Houſe-keeping and Hoſpitality amongfi your Neigh- 
' For ( to ſpeak Truth and Honeſty in plain Engliſh ) as lng as you ſtay in 
Town, you cannot be ſerviceable to your Prinee nor your ſelves : For Maſque- 
rading, Gallanting, Miſfing, Revelling, Gaming, with the miſchiefs of ſepa- 
rate Maintenance, hath crippled old Loyalty, both in its Fortunes and Repu- 


tation : | 


And he is a Deſperate Gameſter, That having loſt half, will not leave off, till be 
be hath loſt all. . 


Liberty and Property of the Sub jeff 


T HE Peoples Queen 3 ſo Nice and Curious in her Dreſs, that Kings muſt ap- 
proach her with more Softneſs and Diſtance, than they do their - own 
Conforts. Words, they are ſo vaſtly comprehenfive, that we can hardly imagine 
any thing to lye without their Verge. : 

Were they but well explained, and the thing, meant by them, truly ftated ; 
I am per{ſwaded it would very much ſettle Peoples minds, and further and facili- 
tate all Parliamentary Proceedings. | 4 | 

And indeed, as it's no little wonder to Forreigners and Strangers to hear, that 
ever now and then, our Parliaments have'been Prorogued, Adjoinned, and Di(- 
ſolved, upon the ſcore and account. ( as is pretended _) of the Liberty and Pro- 
perty of the Subjecs; fo it's. our Reproach, That when Foxreigners ask us, 
What we mean by theſe Liberties, Rights, Privileges, and Properties of the Sub- 
.  jeds: they cannot find one in a thouſand able to ſolve the Queſtion, 

Some State-Rats will be niblingat an Aoſwer; but Judicions men think,that the 
final Solution of this Queſtion ought. to be referred to the Day of Fudgment:. and 
I am willing to follow them, with leaving this Advice 

That though the Liberties, Privileges, Rights, and Properties of the Subjects, 
be dear and precious things, and not to be embezzled, or betrayed by the Peoples 
Repreſentatives, either through Fear or Favour ; yet they ought to be kept with 
a due and loyal Reverence, and Diſtance to the King's Prerogatives, and a juſt: Re- 
gard to the Privileges of Peers. Curſed be be that ſtudies and ſtrives to:remove the 
Antient Land-marks and Bounds of Government. FL Fs of | Sor 

For, nothing can ſooner throw this Nation into a Chaos of Confuſion as this; 
And therefore it could be wiſh'd, That Prince, Peers, and People, would be very 
wary and cautious of entertaining Fears and Jealouſies of Deſigns to-invade each 
other's Rights and Privileges : For, as long as thele are cheriſh'd by-any Party, 
Publick Afairs muſt go on heavily, and the Good of the Kingdom in my” | 
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be obſtrued. And what a Deplorable thing is this, that -a Nation muſt be w.* 
done at laſt, for (perhaps) ſome little Punctilio's, which would be of gener. 
good to be let alone, and only graiifying ſome patticular Humouritis Pride, to 
be ſtood upon |! . 

As I am a Subject, I cannot but love, and fand up in. the Aferting of, the 
Rights, Privileges, Liberty and Property of the, Subjects :.. But yet, I tear, that 
when things come to be diſputed, Whether they belong to us as Subjects, or noz 
C and ſuch things there will be, till the Rights and Privileges: of the Subject be 
ſtated 3) then, I ay, I fear, that the Controverſies will bc managed with (o 
much Heat, Paſſion, ang Bitterneſs of Mind, (without either a due Reſpe& to the 
King's Prerogative, or Privileges of Peers );as that Parliaments mult be broken up, 
without doing any thing, meerly for: Publick Peace and Safety, . 

For, in Parliamentary Scuffles, the King hath no other way to keep all Quiet, 
but by diſperſing the Parties that diſagree..-. OT 

"Therefore, conſidering what is now upon the Anvil, it would, in all proba- 
bility, be better for England, if its Parliaments would. oblige their Prince, 
rather, than Compell him, and win him to be theirs, by all kind and gentle 
| Methods, rather than ſeem to Force him, by any rough Language, or ungrateful 

Proceedings. | its | 

A Generous Temper is always flexible to them that know bow to uſe it, but har- 
dens it ſelf againft them that treat it unkindly. RE . 

I know that ſeveral Kings - of England have Careſſed their Parliaments with 
great Candour and Condeſcention 3 But not any, the beſt ten of them, can pa- 
rallel King Charles the Firſt and Second, for their Great and Gracious Speeches, 
ſpoken by themſelves, and enlarged on by their Lord Chancellors, and Lord Reep-' 
ers: And yet never were any Royal Specches ſo much ſlighted and little taken 
notice of as theſe : - As if it were beneath a Parliament to regard what the King 
fays to them in his Robes, or to mind the Allowed Comment which a Lord Chan- 
cellor puts upon it in the Houſe of Lords. . I 

Certainly, if it becomes men to obſerve the words of a Prince in any place, 
much more in the Great and Solemn Aflembly of Parliament ; for if here his words 
ſhall be like Water ſpilt upon the ground, the whole World will judge, that we 
care not much for his Perſon, nor for what he ſayes. oy 

In all Parliamentary Afﬀairs, the Contents of the King's Speech ſhould in: rea- 
ſon have the Preference of all other things, and be firſt conſulted, before Falling 
upon the Concerns of the People. = 

He is the truly Loyal and Good Subje&, who uſes all Methods to greaten the 
Honour and Reputation of his King. And this is one chief way of doing it, to 
mind and Anſwer what he ſpeaks in Parliament. | Fiore 


Tow make your King Great, by regarding what he ſayes. : 
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Arbitrary Power, 


Ms drawn in Horror : A Ruder Viſage was never pencelP'd by that fright- 

| ful Face-maker, Ny Fuller. The very noiſe of Arbitrary Power is cnough 
to cramp the Tongues of Scolds, make Teeming Women miſcarry, ſcare Chil- 
dren out of their bawling Cryes, and ſtrike Devils with Agte-fits of Trembling. 
Nay, the very Apprehenſion and Jealquſie of the thing, creates an Earthquake in 
a Kingdom, and fills all People's _ with Hiccops and Convultions. 

_ Surely; they have out-done the Devil,” who firſt ventur'd to bring this Monſter 
into the World. For, Beelzebub,. who hath Power and Cunning enough, would 
never aim at ſo great a height, as knowing that God alone loves Arbitrary Power 
ſo. well, as not.to ſuffer any one to rival him init. And therefore its ſomewhat 
wonderful," that ariy Perſon ſhonld attempt, 'what Satan (* though Prince of this 


z 


World. )-wilt not dare todo. |. © | | 
' * Yet, by the malicious Arts of ſome defeated and Self-ſecking men, the, Vulgar 
are corrupted with an Opinion, - that their Supreme Governour is deligning to 
ſer up this terrifying Machine, Arbitrary Government ; which is a thing we have 
leaſt reaſon to fear or be jealous of, at this time more than any other 3 and that 
for theſe Reaſons: . . | P24 gd 

Firft, Becauſe the Exchequer is very low, and his Majeſty much in debt. | 

And, take it fora Maxim, That no' King in England can ere Arbitrary Power, 
zntil be bath drained moſt of bis Subjects Money into his own Purſe, And therefore, 

conſidering the preſent Circumſtances, that His Majeſiy is in, it hath made Wiſe 
men admire, hew Fears and Jealouſies of an Arbitrary Power ſhould be created 
at this juncture of time. | > 

And ſecondly, Becauſe there is no Money to be granted for the filling of the 

Exchequer, without the Conſent of the People, by their Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament. And, as long as Money is the Life of Power, and this Money is lodg'd 
in the People, and not to be taken from them without their leave > We may 

' be ſure no Power can ariſe in our time which will .deſerve the name of Arhi- 
trary. \ 

F, or, Can Arbitrary Government be (et up without Force ? Can this Force be rai- 
ſed without Money ? Can this Money be had but from the Subje&s ? And will 
the Sabjes part with it without their Conſent in Parliament ? What need is 
there of all this Noiſe and Fears of His Majeſties Governing by an Arbitrary 
Power ? 

When, beſides His Majeſties repeated Gracious Afſurances, .that He will not do 
it, we ſee apparently he cannot do it without your Money and. Conſent. So that 
the People's: being interefſed in a Parliament, they have by thatzall delirable Secu- 
rity againſt Arbitrary Power. 

As for that Objection, which urges, Why'is it not as poſſible to model our Go- 

- .. vexniment according to the Mode of France, and to ſet up Arbitrary Power here, 

ko | ; YOu as 


(17) | _ 
as it is thete ? I think my fore-mentioned Reaſons ſufficiently prove, that this is a - 
very difficult, if not impoſſible Province, 

Beſides, I may juſtly diſpute, whether the French King be an Abſolute Monarch ? 
or one that Rules by an Arbitrary Power 2? 

It's true, That at this day, he appears the moſt Puifſant Prince in Errope : and, 
who@er views him, dreſs'd up in all his Warlike Preparations, encompaſſed with 
Armies, and Coffters full of Money, would take him to be as Abſolute and Pow- 
ful as the Grand Sergnior. ' 

And yet, poor man, ( for all his Huffs and Brayoes ) he is far from being an 
Abſolute Monarch, or Governing by an Arbitrary Power : for never did any Child 
or Servant mind -or attend the Commands and Orders of his Parent, or Maſter, 
with more Care, Induſtry, and Dread; than he doth his Prieſts and Jeſuits. | 

For, in truth, the Government of France is at this time iainly in the hands cf; 
the Romiſh Clergy 3 and the Conquering Lewis of France is but the Pope's Licute- 
nant General ; and the Succeſs which he glories in, is chiefly owing to the Fa- 
vour and Cunning of the Jeſuits; who are the onely men to Manage a War for 
the beſt Advantage of that Prince, which they are pleaſed to countenance and fſet- 
up. For, by their Intereſts in all Princes -Courts, and the ſecret Intelligence they 
have from all Councels, and the Art of skrewing themſelves into, all Peoples 
hearts, by the Trade of Confeſſion 3 they become the belt able men, to further 
and' proſper the Deligns and Afairs of that Prince, which hath the Honour to be 
their Favourite. 

-.. And upon this account, the French King is the greateſt Vaſſal and Slave of any 
Prince in Exrope : For he is ſo far from Governing according to his own Wall 
and Pleaſure, that he is bound to dono farther, or otherwiſe than as Holy Church 
directs, or his Jeſuits and Confeſſor will give leave, 

And if he chance in any ſullen Humour, or Hedoring fit, to prevaricate from 
their Councils and Inſtruction, he is certainly ſent into another world, with a 
Mittimus writ in Payſon and Blood. And can ſuch a Prince'be counted an Abſo- 
Iute Monarch, whoſe Conſcience hangs at his Jeſuits Girdle, whoſe Lite depends 
upon a Jeſuits Mercy, whoſe Councils »are managed in a Roman Corclave, 
whoſe Crown is at the Pope's, Diſpoſe, and whoſe People's Love and Allegiance 
are ſtcered by the Leave and Licence of his Almighty Hilineſs ? 

Can a man be free, when fettered with chains ? Can he be Abſolute, who is 
liable to Controul ? and can he Rule by Arbitrary Power, who is ſubje&ed to the 
Wilis of ſo many ſeveral Maſters. | | 

It's true, that Lewis the Fourteenth-of France is a very Proud and Potent Mo- 
narch, in compariſon with his Neighbouring Princes, and yet he is a miſerable 
Slave and Vaſſal in reſpe& of his Relation to the Romiſh Church. And though 
he is ſo darivg, as to Hedor Kings and Commonwealths, yet he is fo great a 
Coward, as that he dreads to affront a Jeſuit, or to deny the Pope's Supremacy 
in his Kingdom. | | 

He would perhaps do this, if he durſt; but his wanting Comage to do it, 
proclaims him no Abſolute Monarch, | An 
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An Toftance whereof, is lately preſented to us, It's poſlible, that the Frenoh - 


King hath in his own Breaſt ſome Favour and Kindnels for his Proteſtant Subjects, 
called Hrgonots, and would willingly tolerate them in tneir Religion, as long as 
they are of a Loyal and Peaceable behaviour : | | 

But yct, poor man, he dares not at preſent be ſo indulgent to them as he 
would : for, fince the late juſt Execution of cur Laws upon the Fomenters, Con- 
trivers, and Carriers on of a Damnable Plot againſt the Life of our Sacred King, 
and eſtabliſhed Government of the Church and State in England ;, the French 
King hath made ſome violent Incurſions and Breaches upon thoſe Liberties and 
Privileges of the Hwgonots, which, by his Candour and Clemency they had for 
many years enjoyed ; and which, in all probability, he would have continued to 
them fill, but that he is over-ruled and awed by Prieſts and Jeſuits z who, in 
Revenge, put him upon dealing ſeverely with Proteſtants in his Kingdom, be- 
cauſe ſome of their blood- thirty Fraternity have deſervedly ſuffered Death: in 
England. | 

And, if you live to hear of any great Perſecution in France upon the Hwgonots, 
F would not have you to exclaim againſt the Cruelty of the French King, but ra- 
ther pity the {laviſhneſs of his Condition 3 | 

For, he muſt kill when Holy Church commands him, or elſe he himſelf is mur- 
dered ; and he muſt deſtroy many Lives, or elſe he cannot ſave his own. 

For, no King,under the Romiſh Churchſhall be a King, if he will not be an Ex- 
ecutioner at her appointment. And certainly, he deſerves not to be called an 44- 
ſolute Monarch, who is every day liable to be conſigned to ſo ignoble an Em- 
ployment. Pity Lewis, and pray for him too ; for, of a King, there is not a 
more miſerable Mortal in the World. And if any, out of Ambition, wiſhes for his 
Condition, let him turn Papiſt, and he ſhall not mils it. 

But, to return to Arbitrary Power, ſo much feared in England. 

I have already ſhew*d, that there is no juſt cauſe for us to be jealous of it ; 
for the Circumſtances which at preſent ſurround His Majeſty, is a ſufficient A(- 


Farance, that an Arbitrary Power will not be plac'd in a ſingle Perſon, during, his 


Reign. 

And, as for the Houſe of Lords, I never met with any man that had the leaſt 
fear of their Aſſuming it, Their Intereſt once was very great in the Kingdom, 
as having the greateſt part of its Revenues in their Poſſeſſion ; fo that at any 
time they could Vye with their Prince, both for Wealth and Power. Witneſs the 
Barons Wars. 
 Butnow that their Antient Patrimonies are waſted, and their Eſtates flipt, by 
piece-meals, into others hands the People do not much fear that ever Arbitrary 
Power will take its Reſidence in the Houſe of Lords. It's well if they can keep 
what they bave, but they are never likely to have more. 

The only pearch where Arbitrary Power is moſt likely to rooſt, is, that part of 

Parliament called the Howſe of Commons : for, it that mean and thred-bare Saying 
be worthy any notice, INE 


\ Be 
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Be it better, or be it worſe, 
We muſt be ruPd by them that bear the Purſe 3, 


Then the Houſe of Commons are moſt likely to be the Great Governours, and 
and Urcontroulable Rulers in this Kingdom : and we cannot forget the tirne 
when aCtually they were ſo : And God deliver us from ever ſeeing an Arbitrary 
Power in the Houſe of Commons again, | | 

But to the Honour of our late Parliaments, and that part of them, the Houſe 
of Commons, we muſt confeſs, that they have retrieved the broken Reputation 
of that Parliament in 42. by keeping within the bounds of Love, Loyalty, and: 
Duty to their Prince. ; 

And I hope all ſucceeding Parliaments will avoid, all they can, what may ble- 
miſh Proteſtantiſm, and give Kings an occaſion to ſay, that amongſt men of all: 
Religions, they are the worlt Subjects, 

The great Argument which Jeſuits make Uſe of to diſſwade all Princes from 
countenancing Proteſtantiſm, is this; that if they receive it into their Territories, 
they hall be perpetually troubled with Schiſms and Fafions. 

And — the Jeſuits are the Authors and Fomenters of ſuch Evils, wherever 
they are, yet be ſure they will father and faſten it upon Proteſtants, on purpoſe to- 
' make them and their Religion odious to all Kings and Princes. 3 
How careful therefore ought we and our Repreſentatives to be of doing. any: 
_ thing which may look like DiſaffeGion, Diſloyalty, and Difobedience to our 
King, For, if they or we fhill be guilty of ſuch Miſdemeanours,: we then. gratifie 
the Feſuit, by an actual juſtifying, what he fſayes of us, is tru?, 

And, for ought I know, our late Civil Broyls, upon the ſcore of Religion, 
hath made Proteſtantifm of an ill favour in Foreign Nations, and hindred its 
ſettlement in ſome places, where it was at firſt kindly entertained. 

Tt would do well' ſometimes, that we look a little farther than our Fathers 
' Chimneys, and obſerve what Influence our Counſel and' Actions. have upon our 
Neighbours, | 


; Popery, 


"THE worſt word that'ever was ſpoken 3/ and” the worſt thing that ever was In- 
vented”, for the whole Deſign of it is to make Chriſtianity odious and ridi- 
culous to Potentates, to empovetiſh their Subjects, and to raiſe Tumults and Up- 
roars in all Nations. ' -— * $77 
Fain it would&{helter'it ſelf under'the name of Religion 3 but it's ſuch a ane 
that Wiſe men are aſhamed of, and Good men ſcorn to own. The greateſt Re- 
putation that it ever gained, was this 3 that ſilly Children, more filly Women, and 
' Mle Servants, have been eaſily wheedled into a Love and Liking of it 3 and that 


( 20:) 
for no other reaſon, but. becauſe it is full of Toyes and Gayeties, and the pretty 
Hoes Pocus trick of whipping, in a trice, the Soul of the lewdelt Harlot and Vil- 
lains, from Earth to Heaven at the moment of Death. | 
 » And, whoever has been at Rome, would think the Pope kept a continual Byy- 
tholomew Fair, it being ſo full of Shows, Puppets, Jugglecrs, and Mogſters. And 
-did Monfiexur de Vaux know his own Intereſt, he would ſend his Punchanello as a 
Preſent to the Pope. For Catholicks that have ſ{cen-him here, are apt to think he 
would pals for an admired Saint at Rome. 

We muſt own, That as long as the Romiſh Church keeps within the bounds 
' of the Apoſtolical, Athanaſian, and Nicene Creeds, it may be allowed to be Chrilti- 
an, But, for its Additional Articles of Faith, | grounded upon the Tradition, and 
Authority of Holy Church 3 they are partly Fewiſ,, partly Heatheniſh, partly Ma- 
hometan, and altogether Heretical. Cie 4 

And, it any Perſon hath but read the New Teſtament, and in any meaſure un- 
| derltood waat he read 3 he cannot tind any of the Additional Articles of Faith, 
' made by the Church' of Rome, to have any the leafi Prints or Foot-fteps in the 
Dodtrine of Chrift and his Apofliles, | 

Nay, many of them are fo feeble and infrm in their Legs, that they are forc'd 
to be upheld by the Crutches of pretended Signs, Wonders, and Miracles, which 
are ſo notoriouſly Abſurd and Falſe, that they create Laughter in them that hear 
them reported 3 and are as ridiculous as the Stories of Garagantua, Don ©uixot, 
"Tom Thumb, and the ſeven! Sleepers. | | 
The Dodtrines of Praying for the Dead, of Purgatory, Praying to the Vig- 
- 'gin' Mary, Angels, Saints departed, and Holy Croſs, can. find no_ proof or 

ground he themſelves, but what muſt be fetcht out of the Fabulous Legeridsin 
the Church of Rome. | g 
Nay, to make themſelves ( if poſſible ) more ridiculous than this ; they 
will perſwade, -and force men to believe things contrary to their Senſes. For, 
It a man 'be never. :ſo perfe& and quick in Secing, Touching, Taſting, , arid 
Smelling 3 yet, if the Prieſt ſaith that he hath none of theſe Senſes, the poor man 
muſt be content to ſay , and proteſt, that he has them not. | Op 

For, let a Prieſt conſecrate a Wafer, the Party he gives it to muſt confeſs and 
acknowledpe that it's no Wafer, but the very Body and Blood of Chrift 3 which 
is ſo abſurd and ſottiſh a Notion, that; at this rate, we can never hope to Profe- 
lyte Fews and Tarks to Chriſtianity. 

For, though we may, poſſibly, perſwade men tobelieve things that are above 
the comprehenſion of Reafon, and ſeemingly contradictory: to Humane. Under- 
ſtanding; yet we thall never prevail with men, to make them believe what is con- 
trary to their Senſes. : WS 

He that goes to Argue me out of the belick of a thing, which I know true up- 
- on Viſible and palpable Demonſtration, may create in me Scoin and Laughter, 
- but ſhall never gain my Conſent. | $579 MS: 
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Our bleſſed" Saviour wrought many ' Miracles, But the Senſes of the People 


amongh whom they were wrought, both witneſſed and judg'd- ther to be 
uch. te | | 


" When he turn'd Water into Wine, the Wedding Gueſts taſted that it was | 


Wing, and Good Wie too: When he Tooſed- the-Tongues of the Dumb, they 
knew, that he had done, it, becauſe they heard the Dumb to ſpeak. And when 
. he difpoſſefs'd' Devils, ' cured Lepers, and raifed 'Cripples 3 the People owned 
theſe things were done by him, becauſe they faw the firſt in their Right Minds 
and Senfes, the ſecond cleanſed of all Scurf and Spots, and the laft to skip and 
walk. Ah pps | 7 
" * Bit,” 1 the” Chutch of Rome, ' you have ſuch a Crew of Miracle-mongers, 
that.. ont-do. both * God and Chriſt; for -God and Chriſt never did things 
but What were above the capacity: of 'our Apprehenfion and Underſtanding ; 
but thefe can do things contrary to our Reaſon and our Senſes, and damn 
ns to boot, if we will not believe them before our Sight , Touch, and 
alte, "N 5 | « 
by extainly, the DoQtrine of Tranſubſtantiation,' is fo notoriouſly and evidently 
- Falſe, that a Wiſe man would queſtion, Whether the Papifts - have any one 
true Nodrine amongſt them. And to me it's the' greateſt Miracle, next to Fran- 
ſubſtantiation, That all Princes and People do not condemn the Pope for the 
greateſt Impoſtor in the World. SN 
' Ts conclude, . Popery is a Spiritual Trap, to catch the Great ones of the 
World. But this I obſerve, That thoſe Princes which are in it, would fain get out, 
but they want Power : And if there be any Princes without, -which delige.to get 
into.it,” certainly it's for want of Brains, ' Pits fo fe! 


4. The Jeſuit, 


ALL Evil and Miſchief in Epitome the Devil's white Boy, :and the Pope's 


God-ſon 3 ſo dreadful-and mifhapen a Creature, -that the World would be t 


barren of Monſters, were it not for him. 

To Woman, he is a Satyr 3 to Man, a Syren to Princes a fawning Spaniel 5 
In Court, a Serpent 3 in the Church, a Jugler; 'in Cities and Towns Jack of all 
Trades 3 Can make Cloaths, mend Shoes, hew Timber, carry Mortar, cry ſmall 


Coal, and buy a Bruſh. : PRRET 

© So dextrous he is: in the-Art;'of Tranſmutatioh; that: he' is in a hundred 
ſhapes in the ſpace of a Month. And fo great a Proficient he is in the pro- 
found myſtery of doing Miſchief, that Beelzebub reſolves to be' Pupil to his own 
Son : For he never truely knew what ir was to be wicked, till the Feſt appea- 


red in the World; Li 1a ; 


This Almighty God-maker , and infallible 'Soul-ſaver, is the Devil's Pgovis 1 


dcr, as the Jackall is to the Lion, Nay, Satan alwaycs goes along with him, 
D I 
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in his encompaſting the Earth, as being jealous he will outdoe- him in- the Arc 
of Deſtruction. | FE . 

Never was the Kingdom of Hell upon ſuch a tickliſh Point of Subverfion 
as now. For unleſs the Devil can invent new Tricks, and rally up great- 
er Strength, the Pope and his Jcluites will bubble him out of his Royalty and 
Dominion. ©; ER | 

The greateſt Feat that ever Sztan did, or could glory of in England, was 
only his Turning a few Old Worm-caten Women into Witches, and ſuckling 
himfeclt at their dry Teats ; and if you would know, why he for many years 
| hath left off this Trade of Witch-making, you muſt underftand that he is now 
in his Melancholick dumps, Biting his Nails, and Tearing his Hair, to ſee 
the Jeſuite outdoe him in Works of Miſchief and Deſtruction. - | | 

| Never had Satan ſo poor a Trade as now. For he is forced to deal in Wick- 
edneſs by Retail, and take up with that pitiful Employ of being Broker to Rome. 
There the Jeſuites monopolize all Sins and Vices to themſelves, and deal in the 
Wares of Ruine and Deſolation by Whole-ſale. 

To poſſeſs a hundred or two of Perſons in at Age with Madneſs, by the O- 
peration of Melancholy and Love, or to drive thirty or forty in a Year to hang, 
drown and poyſon themſelves,is ſuch a pitiful ſmall Game in Miſchief, as is wor- 
thy only for the Devil to play, and which a Jcluite cannot look on without laugh- 
ter and Contempt. 

For when He comes to Work, He is for Depoſing no meaner Perſons than Kings: 

Making Foot-balls of Crowns: Poyſoning whole Nations with Venemous Do- 
Qtrines : Sending Millions of Moors at an inſtant into another World : Murdering 
thouſands at a Lump : Sacrificing in a night more Humane Souls to the Deity 
of the Pope, than ever Solomon did Beaſts at the Dedication of the Temple : Hur- 
ling whole Kingdoms into Bloody Warrs, and, whole Cities into Flames, and 
before they have done, will turn the whole World into a Hell. : 

Nay, ſo mighty ingenious are they in the Art of deſtroying Men and King- 
domes, that at two or three of their Conſults, they will conipoſe you a Dole 
of ſuch Ingredients, as ſhall have their Effes what time you pleaſe. 

They will burn you down Eleven thouſand Houſes in three days and a halt, 
lacking fifteen minutes. | 

They will kill you a man, and then make him run himſelf through with his 
own ſword three days, fix hours,and eleven minutes after he is dead. They will 
{wecten Fruits,and perfume Gloves,that ſhall caſt you into a deep Sleep within two 
hours after you taſte or ſmell to them. In a quatter'of an hour they: will Diſ- 

' ſolve a Parliament, and Adjourn King. Lords and Commons into another world, 
with the help of Gunpowder. They will ttab you the greateſt Monarch in the 
twinkling of an Eye, and convey Feſws Chrift into the Body of an Emperour 
oy; take away his Life, according to that excellent Saying of a late admired 
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To grove bis Poyſon fironger Force and Power, 
H?1 mix a God with it to make it work, more ſure. 


Nay, he will do what the Devil ſtands amazed at, becauſe beyond all Exam- 
ples of his Policy and Contrivance 3 Even ſet Proteſtants to fight up to the Ears 
in Blood amongtt themſclves, and make them believe too, that they do God 
good Service in killing one another, 

I cannot leave this Subject, without diſcovering to you, that the' main 
politick Contrivance of a Jeſuit, WHEN HE COMES INTO A PROTE- 
STANT COUNTRY, is to gain theſe two things, Liberty of Conſcience, and 
Libzrty of the Preſs. | 

By the Former, he gains the opportunity of Blowing perpetual Fears and Jea- 
louſie into the Peoples Heads, and colleRing ſeveral diftin& Clans and Clubs 
to the certain Trouble and Diſturbance of the Publick Peace, and the erecting a 
ſetled Humour and Spirit of Railing againft State-Counſellors, and the male Ad- 
miniſtration and Management of their National Government. 
| By the Second, they have the Opportunity of playing Ambedexterr. One 
while taking part with the Church-men, another while vindicating the Diſſen- - 
ters; and ſo truly cunning are they in ſerving their own Interett and Cauſe by 
this Licentious Freedom of Printing; that every Week they ſtock us with 
freſh Papers. In ſome of which they Ape and Act the high Ritzalift, and (et 
him forth in the frightful Dreſs of Fury and Wrath againſt Nonconformiſts. In 
ſome others, they repreſent the Zealous Difſenter in all the heat of -Pallion, and 
bitterneſs of Spirit, which is uſually vented in Billings-gate Language, and ſcur- 
rilous Refleions upon Conformiſt s. | 

And what is the Intent of all this ? but to ſet Protefiants upon worrying one 
another, that ſo they may eſcape that Storm which at this day they ſee coming 
upon them: And to ſiifle their late horrid and damnable Plot, which they knew 
would be diſcovered and proſecuted to their deſerved Shame and Confulion, / 
ſhould they ſee Proteſtants agree and unite ? | 

As to the Firſt of theſe, I heartily pxay God, that we never come to be ſe- 
verely laſh'd with a Rod of our own making, and that we never ſee the days, _ 
when we ſhall, too late, repent that we ever ſo violently contended {for Liberty 
of Conſcience : For certainly, as Mr. Calamy ſaid, Popery can come in at no other 
Door but that. And as Mr. Coleman diſcovers to us in his Letter 3 The Papiſts - . 
laboured moſt for Liberty sf Conſcience, as being fully ſatisfied, that by this means 
their Religion muſt infallibly be ſet up in England. | | 

As for the Second, 1 hope our Approaching Parliament will put a ſtop to 
Licentious Printing. For certainly no ſort of. Paxties will zeap ſuch an Ad- 
vantage by it as the Romaniſts, who-under the diſguiſe of Conformiſts and Now- 
conformiſts, will be every day exaſperating Peoples minds, troubling their Heads 
with Fears and Jealoufics,and  - them (if poſſible) into another Civil War. 
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The Noiſome Dung and Filthy Excrements ſpread upon every Coffe-bouſe Ta- 
ble, is an evident Sign, that the Jcſuite and Preſs are troubled with a violent 
Looſneſs, and want a Reftringent Medicine 


The Religious Scuffl, 


Perfe&t Sun-ſetting 3 the latter part of the word ſteals with darkneſs up- 
A 'en the brightnels of the former, and bodes its Departure. 

There- is not a more Excellent thing in it ſelf than Religion ;3* But to create 
Mutinies and Uproars about it, riffes it of its Glory. And what a great deal 
of pity is it, that what was defigned for the Saving of Mens Souls, ſhould 
now be made uſe of to take away their Lives; and that what'is to make us a!l 
happy in another World, ſhould now make us moſt miſerable in this? 

How well do- Heathens and Turks live and thrive under their Religions, 
which are falſe, never biting and ' devouring one another. about the Fun- 
damentals and Circumftantials of that Religion which they own and Pro- 
fels? | / 

But how unhappily do the Chriſtians jarr and wrangle amongſt themſelves, 
and in nothing more, than about the Concerns of .their Religion, which is 
the trueſt and beſt, becauſe Heavenly and Divine? Not that Chriſtianity 'it 
felf is the Real Cauſe of theſe Heats and .Contentiotis, but the peevith and per- 
verſe Tempers and Spirits of its Profeſſors. | | 
' It's good to be Zealous for a Religion that is true 3 but the truth of that 
Religion will be called in Queſtion, when a Zeal for it ſhall breath forth no- 
thing clfe, but Sword and Fire, Impriſonment, Slaughter and Death. 

' And happy had it been for Chriſtendome,it it had never brought Fighting for 
Rehgion into faſhion. And Chriftianity it ſclf perhaps had fared the better, if it 
had not been allifted with Wars and Battels. | open 

The Condition of that Kingdom is truly miferable, which mixeth Humauz 
Politicks with Divine Truths, and builds Worldly Intereſt upon Religion 3 
-- for upon'every turn, the People will behurried into Holy Riots and Godly Mu- 

___ Siler | | | . | | | 
+ We'muft allow Fanaticiſm in the Roman' Church, and that there are De- 

bates, Controverſies and Differences amongſt them, concerning; ſome particuler 
DoQrines and Offices belonging to their ſeveral Orders.” Bit then obſerve 
that they all agree in the main, and unanimoufly combine to uphold the In- 
 fallibility of the Pope, -and the Authority of Holy Church, in all its pomy 
pous Ceremoty an4 Grandure, '' * © EO 8 OOF W124 

But amongft'the Proteſtant Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, there are todo too tria- 
:ny which take a great deal of Pains and Pride to be the Inventers and Authors - 
of new Notions. Others take a recreation to criticiſe upon, and carp at evry 

| harms 
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harmleſs Ceremony. Here you have Perſons that are angry to be impoſed upon 
by any others; there you have a Ringleader in a huffing and ſullen Humour, that 
others will not ſuffer him to impoſe upon them. Here you have one preaches 
Honeflly, according to the Contents and Delign of -the Goſpel; thexe you have 
another talks Nonſence under the Pretence of an Inſpiration. | 

Here you have one reproachfully - call'd BaaPs Prieft, Dumb Dog, Hat-Pro- 
teſtant, Church-Papiſt, Proteſtant in Maſquerade 3 meerly becauſe he wears a 
Jong Black Gown and Caffock, and is Conformable to the Church of 
England. | 

There you have another (as tauntingly) called the Hy Brother,Solemn League 
and Covenant, . Geneva Cut, Scotch Prielt, and prick car'd Levite, tor his demure 
Dreſs, Collar Band, High-crown*d Hat, Hairno longer than his Ears, and tor 
his violent oppoling the Church-Government that is Eftablithed by Law. 

And when Proteftants have thus deftinguiſhed themſelves one from another 
by theſe Remarkable Nick-names' and Habits then up ſtarts Choler , In- 
diguation and Wrath, and this Party cries, I am more Holy than that 
that Party cries, I'am more Honeft than thou 3 the third pleads, I am more 
Aluminated and SanQtified than you both. And now begins the Religions 
Scaſſle, | | 

Down goes the Font; away blows the Organs rent crics the Surplice : © 
Lord have Mercy upon me ſays the Common Prayer Books 3 whip goes the 
Preacher from his Pulpit to a Priſon, and the Reverend Bilhop ts accuſed for 
a Milcfactor, for no other reaſon, but becauſe he is a Biſhop. 

Then up ſtarts Spiritual Trumpeters and Drummers, who by ſounding a Re- 
treat, call the People off from that Spiritual Warfare which is betwixt Fleſh 
and Spirit, to fall upon a more neceſſary War, To hight the Lords Battel againſt 
the Mighty: And now Hbly Carzſe is the general Doctrine, Fight marfully is 
the Exhortation, Kill thc Heir and take Poſſeſſion 15 the Uſe and Application 
of all. | | | | 

Bleſſed God ! That ever Proteſtants (ſhould make fuch a Buſtle with clattering 
of Swords, Firing of Guns, and killing one another for ſuch a Religion which 
Chrilt hath commanded us nct to tighe tor: Saying, His Kingdom is not of 
this World; and whoſe Principal Commands are, Thit we ſhould not be ma- © 
Ucions and ſpightfitl, injuring and revenging one another, but that we ſhonid be meek, 
and lowly in Heart, Ive one another, forgive Offences, bleſs them that curfe 4s, and 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us. {092.0 

| Surely the Celerſmatical Club and Party are not of a Goſpel Temper, but 
of a Vipzrous Nature, ſince they altogether ttudy the Wiſdome ot the Serpent, 
but ncglect the Mildnels and Innocency of the Dove. | | | 

And though 'Glielm:s Finkzn!us may appropriate to himſelf Intallible Aſſur 
rances of his Intereſt in Chrift, and bcing certainly ſaved when he-comes to dic 
though he perſivades his Followers that they cannot miſs of Heaven, becauſe 
they are under his Miniſtry and Government, \ 

'Ut 


| 65 

Yet I hope it's no Herefie or Popery to affirm, that no man is God's or 
Chriſt's, or can poſÞbly be ſaved, that doth not continually Chew forth in his 
Life, Words and Actions, the Vertues and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt z which 
are Love Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering ,, Goodniſs , Gentleneſs, Faith, Meekneſs and 
Temiperanice. 

And I hope it will not irritate the Pride and Paſfien of Gwlielmus Finkin- © 
nes. If I ſhall fay in St. Pax!'s Words, That they which live and delight in 
Hatred, Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife , Seditions , Herefies , Envyings and 
Murder , as well as thoſe that live in Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, La- 
feiviouſneſs , Idolatry , Witchcraft, Drunkenneſs and Revelling, cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God. | 

1 heartily wiſh, that this Perſon had reſerved his Celewſma for another 
Seaſon, and not halloed and animated the People to pull down cur Efta- 
bliſht Government tn the Church, when both we and They , ſhould make it 
firſt our main buſineſs to bring the late damnable and helliſh Plot to a tival end, 
and throughly extirpate Popery out of the Kingdom. 

Surely a Preacher of the Goſpel ſhould be of a gentle temper, and healing dif- 
poſition, and avoid all occaſions of exaſperating Proteſtant Parties to the hatred 
one of another. 

And in my Opinion, it's far more decent to ſee Bibles cloathed in foft Vel- 
- a to {ce them like Souldiers, bound in Buff, and Armed with Boſſes of 
Brals. 

Ab Evangelio Armato libera nos Domine. 


Union of Proteſtants, 


A Thing worthy all Engliſh-mens hearty Prayers and Endeavours 3 becauſe 

the only Bulwark of their Nation, and the certain Ruine of the Romiſh In- 
tereſt and Power amongtt us. And. ſo ſenſible is the Jeſuite of the Deſtruction 
which a Proteftant Union would bring upon the Papal Church and Court, that 

* his only Buſineſs and main Contrivance at this day, is to hinder and defeat ſuch 
a Confederacy. | 

It hath Cartled men but of ſuperficial Knowledge, to ſee the Dane and Swede 
two Proteſtant Princes, worrying and waſting one another in Bloody Wars and 
Battels. Nor can men of deeper Judgment prie into the reaſon of the intern.ixt 
Correſpondence and Leagues which are between the Germane Princes. As that 
ſometimes Proteſtants are link'd with Papiſts; ſometimes Papiſts with Papilts 3 
Protcliants with Proteſtants. But be they never ſo many Proteſiant Princes joyn- 
ed together, yet obferve that a Popith one (hall ever. be joyned in the Club. 

And that which is the moſt amuſing of all, is to behold the Daniſh King fal- 
ling with his Forces upon Hamburgh , a Town that profeſſes the ſame Religion 
with himſelf; and the Duke of Brandenbargh (etting up plaulible Pretences and 

| aj Argu- 
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Arguments for eritring into a War with the Hollanders, who are'a (ort of Pco- 
ple that profeſs Proteſtantiſm, though all the World belides know not what 
Religion they are of. 

. Nay, to make up a compleat Riddle, what do you think was the Deſign 
of the Emperours, Spaniſh and French Kings making War one upon another ? | 
Some will have it to be upon National Intereſt and Advantage ; others will have 
it upon the Pecks and Emulations which have bcen ever between the Houſes of 
Auttria and Bourbone, | 

Or elſe that they have done it for the Peace and Preſervation of their own 
Kivgdoms. For ſuch is the Condition of the French King, that if he does not 
vent his Subjets Lives in other Nations, he is in danger of Mutinies and. Kebelli- 
lion at Home, | ISR 176105 6? | 

When as in plain Truth, Theſe .great and mighty Monarchs have ſometimes 
created Wars meerly for Pleaſure: and Divertiſement, and to (ee how well their 
Subjects can act the Parts of Souldiers. : 

Or elſe, the Wars and Blood-ſhed, which have been lately in Chriſtendome, 
were raiſed upon the Projects and Appointments of the Romiſh Caball. For when 
any Temporal Prince (though of their own Religion) grows Great and Potent, . 
the Pope is then for plucking off his Feathers, ſetting his Neighbouring Princes 
to be his Enemy, and ufing all means and methods which may reduce him to 
ſupplicate his Holineſs for his Aid or Mediation. | 

And though at preſent the Pope ſeems to be the French King's Servant, rather . 
than the French King his ; yet it can be upon no other Account, but this A- 
greement and Engagement, that the French King ſhall bring all the Exropean 


: People by force of Arms to the Acknowledgement and Obedience of the Romiſh 


Church. And if ever he falters in this Deſign, or the Jeſuite ſmells that he ſets 
up for himſelf, be fure, the next News you hear, is that Lewis the 14. is laid 
to fleep with his Fathers. 


- And this always obſerve, ' that the Wars raiſed between Popilh Princes, are but 


Miſts and deluſory. Mediums which the Jeſuites like Jugglers draw before the 
Vulgars Eye, that they may not ſee their Cheats and Fallacies.' Or elfe are . 
Decoys, ſet up to entice two or three Proteſtant Princes into Ruine and Deſtru- 
Qion. | 

The Intereſt therefore of Holy Church, is at the bottom of all the Broils 
and Wars which the French King hath raiſed in Exrope. And you may live to 


fee the Play cloſed with an Epilogue of War between the Proteſtants and Pa- 


piſts; for the Jeluites Maxime is, To. raine all they cannot Proſelyte. | 
" And therefore, it's the Wiſdome and Intereſt of all Proteſtant Princes to ſhake 
off all Friendthip and Commerce with thoſe that are Papilts, as prudently and 


as ſoon as they can. And to make a firm and mutual Alliance amongft them- 


ſelves; And to render Papiſts-the Common Troublers. and Enemies to the Peace 

of Exrape. . Or«l{e they may be eaten up by Piece-meals, And Proteſtaniſm mult 

die of. a HeRick Fever. i; +: + | Po By 
or 


i iS 028) 
* © Nor is Union of Proteſtants fo great a Preſervative of their Religion jr; ll 
Parts beyond the Seas where it's profeſt, But eſpecially alto in our own liland : 
For think it is apparent to all unprejudiced Minds, that the confolidating of 
Cn fo miſts and Non-conformiſts would thoroughly root out Popery from amongſt us, 

For there is nothing which the Romifh Pricits and Jefuites do for much dread, 
and firiveto hinder, as this. And could'we be once'of fuch amicable and Chri- 
Ran Tempers as to love and help one another,. the Papitts would hay afide all 
Projects and Hopes of Introducing -their Religion among us.'- 

It's Univerfally and Calmly yielded on all fides'and Partics of Proteftants, 
that as our late inteſtine Broils, ſo one: preſent Heats and Animcſities are firſt 
hatch'd by the Jeſuite. 1t this then be ſuch -@ general allowed- Truth; :wh 
then can we not combine and reſolve to ſtifle and quench thac Fire 'whic 
we know the Jeſuite kindled 2 If We can-.tmd-.it ont; "that it was the Jefuite 
which ſet ns to wrangle, quarrel and fight one with another 3 why then do we 
ſuffer our ſelves to be ſo eatily wrought upon, ts be their Tools and Drudges? 
1 believe there is never a Proteftant, but hates a Jeſuite heartily 3 and yet upon 
every 'tutn;' we are apt to do that which; pleaſes a Jeſuite niott;, and-what: ne- 
ver a ofie of them would defire us 'to'Yo:mbre ot better, for their Intereſt, and 
Cauſe of Holy Church: DG: OO HET £6317 2 : 7 

The Greatelt Miferics we now labour under, 'are our unhappy and unaccount- 
able Divifionss The Authors of theſe - Diviſions we all know, are the ſubtle 
; fort of Papiſts call'd Jeſuits; why then do- we not prevent them ? why do we 
delight to live in them,” and labour: to uphold them ?'And-'not rather ttudy for 
ways of an 'Accommodation;-and' ſettling mutual Love and Peace amvngft our 
\[Ulves? = OIL DD [53 27191 1 (3 $9443 
In plain Truth, we deal with our Diviſions as ſore fort of men do with 
their Sinsz complain- of their Weight and Torment, but yet are not willing to 
- Part with them. | | 
-— And if Providence permit Popery to be once more ſettled in England and after- 
-Apges 'thall aski how it came in, after Proteſtanifm had- been eſtabliſhed for an 
hundred ;and twenty years. Will it not be a bitter RefleQion upon our Age to 
ſtand Recorded in Hiſtory, that truly the fever## Parties of Proteftants were ſo 
; Riff and proud, that rather than they would in the leaft yield one to another, 

they would allow Popery to prevail, and gain the Dominions? 
' © The grand Aﬀair which now lies before us to be diſpatch'd, is-the Full and 
Compleat Diſcovery -and Finiſhing of the late Damnable Popith Plot, which 
was at firſt taken notice of, and ſeized: byt#he-Men of the Anglicane Church, Bat af- 
rerwards taken oat of their Hands through Envy and Emulation, by:men of the 
Genera Stamp. And now its become a great Diſpute, who ſhall have the Honour 
of running, this Plot aground, -* | 
_ + +I pray God this Jangling do'not make awway:for thisPlot to eſcape, and leave us 
t9 deci ie in anothir-{even-years Civit*Wars, which Party was-inh the-Fault. Unite 
therefore Proteltants Unite for the Exterpation of this Plotlefſt: while you quarrel 
; for thePrize.you loſe your Religion and your ſelves. A Letter 


NE”, II 
| A LETTER to the PASTORS of the 
" $) eparate Conpregations. A 
Worthy Sirs, Re | 


I muſt 'be ackropledged, that you are very Diligent aud Painful 
in thoſe- ſeveral Congregations which you hate gathered, either 
upon . yolir own Intereſt and * Acquaintance, or in which you have 
been plat'd by the Suffrage and Conſent of the People. Nor is it 
to be doubted, but that in your ſeveral Places and Callings, you 
really deſigie the Gotd. of Souls, and do all you can for their Sat- | 
ation.” And though | rgeeith that your ereFing Separate Con- - 
gregations, principally in London, above all other places, ſavoiurs 
of Worldly Deſign and Intereſt, yet I muſt not be of that 

TJudgment; becauſe I intend not to exaſperate,but heal. 

' Ard ſince that, through the Advantage of . your Situation, you 
may be happily Inſtrumental to ters the Proteſtant Religion from 
that Ruine which the Comtuon Enemy, the Papiſts, are 'endeavonring 
to bring upon it ': I therefore humbly make this Addreſs to you, 

That you would lay to heart the Preſent Deplorable State of Pro- 
foray and ſindy to find out all Legal and Tuſftifiable Ways of 

ecuring it. OO OP rb ics ee OO 

T = ally perſwaded, that jou are all Hearty Lowers of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion : That you would be willing to loſe your Lives in 
ſuffering for it, rather than in Fighting for it : And that you would 
part with any thing that' is: dear to you, extore it ſhould be rooted 
out of England: © 'Nay, I will be bold to ſay, that if © ever Prote- 
ſtantiſm ſhould breath its laſt in our time, through any ignorant Mt- 
ſtakes, or imprudent Miſcarriages of yours; you would be true 
Monrners at its Funeral, and grieve your. Souls to Death, when you 
ſejpat ſhe received a Mortgl Wound from your Hands, 

"To prevent therefore what you and we do ſo much. dread, did are 
very wuawilling ta ſee. Suffer this. modeft. Requeſt, 

* That you would make the Reljgion of Differing Proteſtants one 
TO Jojnt 
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Joynt Cauſe and Intereſt with £4 which you diſſent from, andm ake 


that part of the Proteſtant Religion which 3s eſtabliſhed by Law, to 
be as precious to you, 5 ok you, eſpouſe:. Þor, take it as a 


Certain Maxim : That Popery can never be rooted ont, till ſuch time 


as Proteſtants of all Namgs aud Tiths uanimonſly agree for ihe 
race TE SET. NPE 

It is an evident Sign that we are aGuated by the Jeſuite, becauſe 
we at this preſent are very Induſirious to widen our Breaches, and 
multiply our Diviſions; which 3s a thing ſo ſerviceable to the Romiſh 
Cauſe, that Papiſts laugh in their "Sleeves, to- ſet Proteſtants make 
bitter InveJives, and ſcurrilous. Satyrs one againſt. another. . 

That theſe pernicious Animoſities may be buſh't into mutual Lore, 
and a ſtop put to our Bleeding Wounds, © 

Pray uſe all the Art and Induſiry: y 


os | 4 y can to wean your Flocks. 
from that Paſſion and Spight, Rancour. aud'Malice, and Prejudice, 
which they have in-too great a meaſure takgn up againſt that ſort of 
Proteſtantiſm which is Eſtabliſhed by Law. = 
For in that little Sphere I move, I have obſerved, That many o 
your Followers make it a great part of their Buſineſs and Diſcourſe, 
F: render oxr-National Chir Oroernmont Vile brig Qreve. Nay, 
ome are fo extremely Violent in railing againſt the Form of aur 
Common YI pu the Ceremonies ©, £4 . ſtamp'd bf $ - 
preme Authority, That one would judge, they believe they meri- 
ted Heaven by ſo doing. | oy Sg 
And as for the Clergy of the Anglicane: Church," they have been 


Jo induftrienſly ſet out inthe Blackeſt Colours; and Filthieſt Cha- * 


raters, that the Papiſts themſelves - could not have invented or 
ſpoken worſe of them. What a: pity is #, that men profe 
greateſs oſper purity, ſhould thus, employ Shemelogs, ind. t 


i 1 


ſing tle 
| Ir : titre , 


in playing the dcavengers, tO rake, up.DLurt, arid throw .1t upan.. 


- 
} TS 


their Brethren > © | 


. From whence this Humour is derived; I how not 5. But I can-. 


»ot think that, ſuch Worthy Perſons as you are,, ſquld either 


Teach or Countenance ſuch Praitices. I beſe ef ter tor 


proaching that kind of Proteſtanti : Gooa Me. 
Sealed with their Blood :- For whoſs ſake the Long Reign of =o 
| S : - _ Eliza» 


diſſwade them from this | bitterneſs of Spirit, Wrobttul # kl 
4 Which. ſome ( Po ew 
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ple, if not to a Real Lowe, 
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Elizabeth,w#r coptted Proſperoue,and King James's Peaceable; And 


for which a ROYAL SOVEREIGN ſuffered MARTTRDOM. 
Surely Proteſtantiſm m_ ſuffer in the main, when ſome of yours, 
as well as the Papiſts, 'ftrike at, that part of it which, is Eſtabliſh'd 
by Law ; tet it be your Cart 2nd Stud) therefore, to. bring the Peo- 
| Lo 70 ſome Degrees of Good Will and 
Wiſhes for” the Proteſtant "Religion, as it's now Eſtabliſhed. And 
if they are able to bear it, give them _to underſtand, that it's a Te- 
ſuitical Device,” to make 4 Difference. between Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and Proteſtant Religion as it's now Eſtabliſhed. 
For certainly, if any thing will perpetuate our Diviſions, to the 
Papiſts Advantage, it's the Setting up this Notion in England, _ 
That the Diſſenting Proteſtants are far more excelent, and 
better than the Conforming - Or, That the Proteſtant, Religion 
which is Eſtabliſhed by Law, is ſo Vile and corrupt, that the Ro- 
milh Religion in 4 manner is far more tolerable, and to. be preferr'd 
before it." Conſider ' therefore at leiſure, whether it be not for the 
Good of the Whole, that you ſpeedily mitigate and. ſtifle theſe 
Spightful Peeks, and Malicious Prejudices, which ſome. of your 
Flocks tlo' daily went againſt the Church of England. © ©... 1... ©. -.: 
1 am perfwaded, your Chriſtian Charity is ſs 
e 


a cb, that. \you will 
readily give your helping Hand to ſuppreſs t 


e Envious Strifes 


and Diviſions which are amongſt us, and to endeavour all. you car 


to reconcile your Congregations to the Chnrch of England. Provi- 
ded ſome Ceremonies were removed, and. two or three Oaths abo- 
lifhed. Boon CD XN Gd 190 hs 
aw in Anſwer to this , I Iumbly propoſe theſe following things - 
to your Conſiderations : RE + | 

Firſt, Ie muſt be granted, that there never was any Church ſince 
Chriſts Time, that was without Spot or Wrinckle, either in Doftrine 


-_ Diſcipline, or hoth : | That | the beſt of Churches wanted Cleans 


ſing and Reformation in ſome particulars: Tet I think it 4 very im- 
prudent thing, for a man to be ſo eager to waſh a Spot out of 4 
Garment, when he knows it cannot be done without making a Hole 
or a'Rent'in it. Nor will any one that .is wiſe, cut off a Wen or 4 
Wart which is a Blemiſh to the Face, when he. knows the doing of 
it will endanger his Life. | 
Fs | E 2 Se- 
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Secondly, if the Removal of ſome things inthe Come ef Eng- 
land, will open an Entrance for you into it; Then I entreat Ton that 
are Paſtors (who know beſt,both your own and your Peoples Minds) 
That you would draw up thoſe things in Writing, and ſubſcribe 
your Namesto it ; thet ſo the World may ſee you have Real Inclina-, 

tions for the Good and Welfare of Proteſtantiſm in General. For it's 
impojſible to pleaſe you in giving and yielding, till we know what it 
7s you _ to have. . 
* Thirdly, Conſider whether it be Juſt and Reaſonable, Handſome 
«1d Modeſt, for Proteſtant Subje@s to require their Magiſtrates to 
comply with them, rather than they ſhould ſubmit to their Magi- 
frates; eſpecially when their Magiſtrates are Chriſtians and Prote- 
ſtants #09, That own and Countenance thoſe Fundamental DoFrines, 
which you in your Congregations. Preach as the moſt wholeſome and 
Saving Truths of the Goſpel. - How happy would the Primitive 
Chriſtians have accounted themſelves, if they had had ſuch a Chri- 
ftian Prince, which, ſome fear, you make both. your Pleaſure and 
Profit to Oppoſe and Diſobey £ | KS, 

And with what Face can you juſtifie your ſelves to all Foreign 
Proteſtants, for calling zen Church-Fapiſts,and Half-Proteſtants, 
for no other Reaſon, but their Dutiful and Peaceable ſubmitting 
to thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Laws, which, were Compoſed by yaur own Re- 
preſentatives, and confirmed by the Royal Aſcent of ſuch Kings 
which all Papiſts hated for being Proteſtants. 

- Fourthly; Conſider whether it be ſeaſonable, at this TunGure of 


. . Aﬀairs, to attempt any Change or Reformation in that Proteſtant 


eligion which is Eſtabliſhed by. Law. RE te: * 
The Principle Piece 'of + Work which is now upon the Anvil, is 
the Diſcovering aud Demoliſhing of a Hclliſh ad Horrid Po- 

iſh Plot. _. TT BR et 5 RY, 

: For” the Effefting of which, it ſhould be the care and prudenre 

of us all, to prevent and avoid what may in the leaft obftrud it. 
| Now there cannot be a greater Hinderauce to the Finiſhing of this 
Great Afﬀair, than our entring. upon ProjeGs an! Deſigns of Re- 
forming our Old Anglicane Church, and. Ereding another -in.the 
Room of it ; and that upon'theje following Reaſons: ._.._ . 
Firſt, Becanſe we ſhall then impede the Legal Proccedings againſt 
8 the 
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the- Remainder of onr late Conſpirators which are in Holds, and a- 
gainſt all Popiſh Prieſds which may be taken hereafter. For the 
Capital Crime which they are generally charged with in their In- 
didments, is, not only their Contriving the Death of the King, 
(whom God long preſerve) but, The Subverſion of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, as it's now Eſtabliſhed. Now fhonld any ſort 
of Proteſtants aim at the Change or Overthrow of this Church 3 
then would the Papiſts plead, that ſuch Proteſtants deſerved Death 
by the Law of the Land, as well as They. ; 

Secondly, Obſerve, that the Laws by which the Papiſts are _uſu-. 
ally Tryed in England, were Laws purpoſely made for the Defence 
and preſervation of that Church which you Diſſent from. And 
therefore if you- ſhall offer to Deface or Deſtroy this Church, and 
build up another in its place, you then take away all thoſe Laws by 
which Papiſts are to be Trzed 5 and conſequently, they muſt hate a 
perfeZ Liberty and Freedome, till ſuch time that you can make new 
Laws againſt them. bo | 

Thirdly, if zo ſhall proje the Removal of the National Church- 
Government, as it is Eſtabliſhed by Law, and ſhall eſcape either Re- 
buke or Puniſhment for it, And the Papiſts ſhall be Condemned to 
Die for doing the ſame thing; Then conſider, whether we ſhall not 
_ our Engliſh Juſtice in the Eyes and Reputation of the 

Yorld.: --. -: .. | | | 

. For they will ſay,that we are a people very partial in the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice and Equity, if we ſhall onely Execute Papiſts 
for that which we ſuffer ſome Sort of Proteſtants to do without 
any Reproof. Certainly to Contrive the Death of a King, or the 
Subverſion of kis Government, is equally As Notorious and Capital 
a Crime in a Proteſtant, as in a Papilt. . 

Fourthly, Should we entertain any Thoughts at this time, of Al- 
tering or Reforming that Proteſtant Religion which is Eſtabliſhed 
by Law. IT am-confident we ſhall quickly be diverted from follow- 
ing and proſecuting the preſent Popiſh Plot. 0s ITS 

For, ſhould our Great . Conncils think fit to entertain any thing 
which may look. towards the mending our National Religion; they 
will then be ſwallamed up with Debates, 'and be ſo peſtered with 
Addreſſes, Petitions, Reaſons and Remonltrances from all parties, 
that the Popiſh Plot will at laſt vamſh into nothing. For 
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.- For it will be work enough for a Parliament, to Hear, Anſwer 
and Gratifie the Deſires and Propoſals of ſeveral ſorts J Prote- 
flants, which will then be High and Clamorons for the Intereſt of 
their Individual parties. And then, whilſt we ſtrive which of us 
= be uppermoſt, the Enemy fleals away, which would have deſtroy- 
ed us all. | | 

Laſtly, Conſider whether it be not our great Concern and Intereſt at - 
preſent, to find out ' and proſecute, what will be moſt Pleaſant and 
Grateful to our Sovereign, rather than to ſet up for the Favonring 
and Furthering of the Humours and Deſigns of any one particular 
party of Proteſtants. | | 

Certainly, never could it be more properly ſaid, as now ; That 
the King z« the Breath of our Noſtrils. For we are all very ſenſi- 
ble, that our Lives are wrapt up in his. And ſhould he ſuddainly 
expire (which God, in Mercy to us all, prevent) we have reaſon to 

conclude, that. our Liberties, Rights, Priviledges, Eſtates, and per- 
haps Lives too, will deceaſe with him. | | 

Seeing then His Life is of ſo vaſt a Concern tv the whole Nati- 
011, we are all bound to pleaſe and love him; if not out of Choice, 
yet out of Neceſſity. And if in either of theſe ways you love him, 
your ſelves and others; I think you ought to do all you can to' pro- 
long his Life. | | 

And there is nothing (under God) will conduce to it more, than 
both your and our ready chearful Compliance to his Laws, and ſin- 
cere Eſpouſing and proſecuting what he ſhall propoſe 'to us for our 
Good, or deſire from ws for the ſupport of Government. ED! * 

By this means, 1 am confident we ſhall ſweeter his Cares, lighten 
the Burthen of his Government, and give him the Hearts of his 
people. And theſe are things which would give Comfort to his Life, 
and Length to his Days, and pleaſure to his Reign. 

Oh never let it be ſaid of Engliſh Proteſtants ! that though they 
knew all their Intereſt and Happineſs was bound np in the- Long 
Life of their King; And though they heartily prayed for it. ' Tet 
they uſed all ways of Vexing and Tronbling his Mind, and making 
this Government uneafie Which ave things way: defeat our own 
Prayers and Happineſs, Becauſe they will ſhorten his Days. 

God Grant our Sovereign'a Long Life, and a Proſperonus Reige, 
b . » F-#,4 A ps 
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and may, all hjs Subje@s contribute to it, by a Conſtant and Cheer- 
ful Logalty; Love and Obedience to him and his Government. 

And now, Worthy Sirs, Obſerve, that I do not at all plead forthe 
QOneceſſarineſs of '« Reformation, but for the Unſeaſonableneſs of 
it. And therefore, all that 1 beg of 'you, is, That you would at pre- 
ſent forbear all Thoughts and Endeauonrs of Changing and Alter- 
ing any thing in our Church-Government , till ſuch time as the Pg- 
piſh Plot is fully Detefed and made an End of. | 

And that, for the Obliging f our Superiours and Governonrs, for 
the. Fnture, to remove ſuch thingsas you deſire; you would forth- 
with ſhew your Complyance to the Church of England, _ as you 
can; andnſe ſo much of the Publick, Liturgy in your Meetings as 
your Conſciences will permit you to hear, and conſent to, in Publick 
Churches. .. | | Fw F FP 

Did 'Fou' but once make a' few Steps to ſhew ſome Obedience and 
Likeing tb' the Eftabliſhed Church-Government ; I am perſwaded, 
\ the Supreme Authority world deſcend to meet you. But as long as 
you ape'for the Total ar of the whole Frame of Government, 
which F abw in the Church, or elſe you will not comply or yield ;'1 
ans perſwaded, ſuch a Reſolution is inſinuated into 3on by the Cun- 
ning , of, the Feſuite, Who knows that he has no longer an _— 
in'l nh, ta he can make Proteſtants hate and abominate ths 
Church of England, in he ſame meafyre that He doth. 


. 41-2} Chndlude, If what T have Writ t9 you ſeems Sharp and Unplea- 
fant; T beg your pardon for it 5 Aﬀferrng, on, that ry whole Deſier: 
in ths Letter, was for the promoting the Good and Welfare of the 

Proteftant Religion, 4d Love, Unity and Peace amongſt all 

the ſorts. of its Profeſſors. Beſeeching the Great God to oper: all onr 

Eyes and Hearts, that we may See and Know, and Ule what will 

Heal 2d Save #2, before it be t00 Late, and paſt all Recovery. 


. - Yours heartily in all the Bonds of Love and ; 
T0 Friendſhip, for the Preſervation of the true 
3152 ; ©" ProvgftmeReligion againſt Popery ang Papiſts 
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RT "NP" , 
POSTSCRIPY 
To all Readers of whatezer Tempers and | Perſs waſions. IH" 


SIRS, 

7 Ou ſee that this Treatiſe is dreſt up in a very plain and 
familiar Style. For whatever is written: (as.this is). for 
the Uſe and Benefit of the Whole ,- muſt -be moded-. and 
adapted tp all Degrees of Capacities and Underſtandings, or 
clſe the Deſign is lolt. | outs | 
And let the Cenſures be what- they will, that. this ſmall Book | 
is likely to ſuffer 3 the Author thinks fit to make this publick {| 
| Proteſtation ; : | & ION 
+ That he did not intend by this Treatiſe, to raiſe, any more 
Starms, - but Cf poſlible) to lay thoſe which at preſent Revel 
it in the Kingdom. Pi END SS SBER 
. Our Britiſh Veſſel hath been long enough tofs'd,up.and down 
*with Rozriſb Windsand Waves. .Sothat it's high:timg to bring 
her,into a Safe and Quiet Harbour. Ih... 
+. And if there be any ſort of Proteſtants, which canpot do It 
| for want of National Authority and Laws to ſecond them ; 
Certainly it will be their Intereſt to help and joyn with them 

that have Both on their Sides. © 6 MY 
.- T have only. this to ſay,. that if; any Perſon thinks-thisFrea- 
tiſe worthy.of an Anſiyer,t humbly beg of himtheſe two things: 
.  Firſs, before he ſets Pen. to Paper, he would eſtrange his 
Mind from all Jeſuitjcal. Principles #1d Deſigns, and from An- 
| tichriſtian Heats and Paſlton. +... (52; RR 
+ And Secondly, that he would either Cuckcly and" ſehariter 

© bly corre theſe, or judiciouſly. prapoſe better. Methods fo 
the Quicting of Peoples Minds, and Diſlipating their Fears ke 


_ Jealouſies...., 7 Hiro rey 


'  T pray od. Bleſs and Preſerye, our Gracious, Sovereign, and Pro- 
.  ſptr all Trae Loyal Proteſtants, who Love the Government 

of England as it's now by Law Eftabliſhed both-in Church 

and State, Amen. Bhs dE. + 
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